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WHAT ARE 
THE BENEFITS OF 
THE SOLAR PARK

The main benefits of the development proposals are summarized 
below. These are not set in stone and INRG will consider any other 
suggestions as appropriate.

• Community fund will be made 
available to invest in local 
services and projects over the 
lifespan of the solar park;

• Commitment to using local 
suppliers during construction 
and operation;

• Subsidy free. Little Crow 
Solar Park will not require 
Government subsidies. Solar is 
one of the most cost-effective 
sources of clean electricity 
generation in the UK;

• Little Crow Solar Park would 
save about 50,000 tonnes 
of carbon dioxide emissions 
per annum;

• Little Crow Solar Park would 
provide much needed power 
supply into the local network;

• Ensure security of energy supply 
in the Lincolnshire area through 
more local energy generation;

• Biodiversity enhancements and 
landscaping proposed across 
the site;

• The land will be grazed by 
sheep for the duration of the 
solar park;

• The proposals includes 50 
Megawatts of battery storage.

Proposals for Little Crow Solar Park 5
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9/24/2020 Second huge solar farm in the works as INRG plots 120MW post-subsidy array | Solar Power Portal

https://www.solarpowerportal.co.uk/news/second_huge_solar_farm_in_the_works_as_inrg_plots_120mw_post_subsidy_array 2/5

Hampshire-based INRG Solar is plotting a 120MW solar array near Scunthorpe in what could be the country’s

second proposed solar farm of significant infrastructure status. 

And the project, which is expected to enter planning later this year, could also be developed alongside a 50MW

battery storage facility.

INRG intends to develop the solar-plus-storage farm on 220 hectares of land adjacent to the British Steel works

near Broughton and Scunthorpe in Lincolnshire.

Describing plans at an “early stage”, the developer expects to submit formal plans to the Planning Inspectorate – as

all projects over 50MW must do – this summer.

Prior to the formal plans being revealed the developer is holding a number of community consultation events

throughout January.

Dubbed Little Crow Solar Farm, it is the second 100MW+ project to be revealed following in the wake of Hive

Energy and Wirsol’s Cleve Hill Solar Park planned for the Kent coastal region.

Specific details surrounding Little Crow are scant, however it is planned for the project to connect to the local

132kVa electrical network that runs through the site.

The proposed site is also just a stone’s throw from a 39.2MW site Kinetica Solar energised more than two years

ago in collaboration with Tata Steel, which operated the nearby steel works.

INRG has developed more than 300MW of utility-scale solar in the UK and Ian Gannon, director at the firm, said it

was INRG’s ambition to deliver the first subsidy-free solar project at this scale.





9/24/2020 Second huge solar farm in the works as INRG plots 120MW post-subsidy array | Solar Power Portal

https://www.solarpowerportal.co.uk/news/second_huge_solar_farm_in_the_works_as_inrg_plots_120mw_post_subsidy_array 5/5
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RM/P17-0718 
 
3 January 2018 
 
«Name» 
«Organisation» 
«Title» 
«Address_1_» 
«Address_2» 
«Address_3» 
«Address_4» 
«Address_5» 
«Address_6»  «Address_7» 
 
 
Dear «Name» 
 
Little Crow Solar Park, east of British Steel Works, Scunthorpe   
 
I am writing to you to let you know about a proposed Solar and Battery Park on land to 
the east of the Scunthorpe Steel Works. A Site Location Plan is provided under cover of 
this letter.  
 
As you may be aware, the Government aims to equal or exceed 15% of gross energy 
requirements from renewable energy sources by 2020. During 2013 only 5.1% of final 
energy consumption was from renewable energy sources. It further aims to cut carbon 
dioxide emissions by some 50% by 2025 rising to 80% by 2050, whilst maintaining a 
reliable and affordable source of energy. To achieve these targets a greater emphasis is 
being placed on the increased development of ground mounted solar and battery energy 
parks. The proposed development would not require any subsidy from the Government 
and would provide much needed clean power supply into the local network.  
 
Prior to the preparation of any detailed proposals we are undertaking a series of drop-in 
events in order to explain the scheme and the planning application process.   Further drop 
in session will be arranged as the scheme develops. The purpose of this letter is to invite 
you to these initial sessions and to make you aware that we have written to local residents 
to extend this invitation. We have also written to Appleby Parish Council, Broughton Town 
Council and other senior members of North Lincolnshire Council. Details of the consultation 
events are as follows: 
 

 Session 1 – Tuesday 16th January – Appleby Village Hall, School Lane, 
Scunthorpe, DN15 0AS  
 

 Session 2 – Wednesday 17th January – Scunthorpe Civic Centre, Ashby Road, 
Scunthorpe, DN16 1AB 
 

 Session 3 – Thursday 18th January – Broughton Village Hall, 59 High Street, 
Broughton, North Lincolnshire, DN20 0JX  
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In all cases, the event will be held between 2:30pm – 7pm. I hope you find this proposal 
agreeable and look forward to meeting you at one of the scheduled drop-in events. If you 
require any further information at this stage, please do let me know.  
 
Yours sincerely 

Richard Morison 
Principal Planner 
e-mail:  
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SCHEDULE OF RECIPIENTS  

  
 

• Cllr Richard Hannigan, Deputy Leader, North Lincolnshire Council 
• Chris Barwell, Spatial Planning Manager, North Lincolnshire Council 
• Cllr Nigel Sherwood, Planning Committee Chairman, North Lincolnshire Council 
• Cllr Rob Waltham (MBE), North Lincolnshire Council   
• Simon Green, North Lincolnshire Council 
• Shaun Robson, Group Manager Development Management and Building Control, 

North Lincolnshire Council 
• Sean Brennan, Special Projects and Programmes Team Manager, North Lincolnshire 

Council 
• Lesley Potts, Head of Economic Development, North Lincolnshire Council 
• Matthew Collinson, Economic Development Team, North Lincolnshire Council 
• Greater Lincolnshire Local Enterprise Partnership 
• Lord Haskins of Skidby, Chair of the Humber LEP, Humber Local Enterprise 

Partnership  
• Gary Johnson Chair of Town Council, Broughton Town Council 
• Mrs Lynn Watson, Clerk of Parish Council, Appleby Parish Council 
• Andrew Percy MP for Brigg and Goo 
• Nic Dakin MP for Scunthorpe 
• Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust 
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RM/P17-0718 
 
3 January 2018  
 
«Name_» 
«Address_» 
 
 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear «Name_» 
 
Little Crow Solar Park, east of British Steel Works, Scunthorpe   
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for INRG Ltd (the applicant) in respect 
of a proposed solar park to the east of the British Steel Works, Scunthorpe. The proposed 
output of the solar park will be greater than 50 Megawatts, thereby qualifying the project 
as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project.  
 
In line with guidance on the pre-application process published alongside the Planning Act 
2008 we are duly consulting each person who is an owner, lessee, tenant or occupier of 
the land that forms part of the proposed development site when the applicant enters into 
informal consultation in February 2018 with the Local Planning Authority, North 
Lincolnshire Council in this case. We enclose a copy of the Site Location Plan for your 
records that identifies the extent of the proposed development site.  
 
This letter is intended as initial notification of the applicant’s intent to consult. A series of 
public drop in sessions are scheduled during January 2018 as detailed below:  
 

Session 1 – 16th January, Appleby Village Hall, School Lane, Scunthorpe, DN15 
0AS 
 
Session 2 – 17th January, Scunthorpe Civic Centre, Ashby Road, Scunthorpe, DN16 
1AB 
 
Session 3 – 18th January, Broughton Village Hall, 59 High Street, Broughton, North 
Lincolnshire, DN20 0JX  

 
Should you wish to contact North Lincolnshire Council directly regarding the project, you 
can do so from February 2018 using the details provided below:  
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North Lincolnshire Council  
Planning and Regeneration  
Civic Centre 
Ashby Road 
Scunthorpe 
North Lincolnshire 
SN16 1AB  
 
Yours sincerely 

Colin Virtue 
Executive Director 
e-mail:  
 
encs  
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Landscape 
Whilst I am not a landscape expert, I do tend to be asked to comment on the 
landscape assessments and impacts for proposals such as this. I agree with 
the approach to the assessment and mitigation of landscape and visual 
impacts, as set out in section 6 of the draft environmental statement. 
 
Section 6.7.11 proposes, “the planting of new hedgerows along the security 
fences adjacent to the public right of way through the site and the sowing of 
wildflower seed in the margins between the path and the hedges.” 
 
I support the planting of mixed native hedgerows and the sowing of UK origin 
wildflower seed, if a locally appropriate mix is used.  
 
Where habitat creation is proposed as mitigation, compensation or planning 
gain, the underlying survey information should be adequate for regulatory 
authorities to assess whether the proposals are feasible. In addition to 
information on species and habitats, it will also be necessary to measure 
physical conditions including (but not exclusively) soil conditions and 
hydrology. Where applicable, the applicant should follow the standards set out 
in Natural England Technical Information Notes. For it to be worthwhile to sow 
wildflower seed, a nutrient poor soil is required- ideally with a phosphorus 
index value of less than 1. If such soils are not present at the moment, then 
remedial works will be required before sowing wildflower seed. 
 
For the hedgerows and wildflowers along the Public Right of Way to be of 
lasting benefit, they will require ongoing management. The Council’s 
responsibilities in this respect are limited to way-clearance and maintenance of 
the route only. The landowner or solar farm operator will therefore need to 
make provision for the ongoing management of the hedgerows and wildflowers 
for the 35-year lifetime of the project. This should be secured through the 
requirements attached to the DCO. 
 
Protected and Priority Species 
I have considered this application in accordance with Natural England's 
standing advice for protected species- 
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/planningtransportlocalgov/spatialpla
nning/standingadvice/default.aspx.  
 
“The Application Site consists of 16 predominantly arable fields bordered by a 
network of hedgerows and extensive woodland plantations. The land gradually 
slopes to the western edge of the site. Grassland, scrub and ruderal habitat 
are also present in discrete areas around the site” (Draft ES para 7.4.2). With 
these habitats, the standing advice guides us to consider the following 
protected species or groups:  
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Habitat, building or land Species to look for 

Meadows, grassland, parkland and 
pasture on the land or linked to the site (by 
similar habitat) 

Bats, badgers, breeding birds, great 
crested newts, invertebrates, reptiles and 
protected plants 

Ponds or slow-flowing water bodies (like 
ditches) on the site, or within 500m and 
linked by semi-natural habitat such as 
parks or heaths 

Breeding birds, fish, great crested newts, 
water voles, invertebrates and crayfish 

Rough grassland and previously 
developed land (brownfield sites), on or 
next to the site 

Breeding bird, reptiles, invertebrate and 
protected plants 

Woodland, scrub and hedgerows on, or 
next to the site 

Bats, breeding birds, badgers, dormice, 
invertebrates, great crested newts, 
smooth snakes (see reptiles) and 
protected plants 

 
Dormice, smooth snakes and white clawed crayfish do not occur in North 
Lincolnshire and do not need to be considered further.   
 
I have read Ecology chapter of the submitted draft Environmental Statement. 
The survey methods used and the survey effort deployed are appropriate for 
the site in question. The application site is largely arable land, but supports the 
following important features: 
 

 Arable margins, supporting the vulnerable plant henbane. 
 Semi-improved grassland with a variety of orchid species. 
 Mixed broadleaved woodland. 
 Hedgerows  
 Ponds 
 Badger setts 
 Bats- five species foraging. 
 Priority species of farmland bird (breeding)- Skylark, Yellow wagtail, 

Lapwing,   Reed Bunting, Bulfinch, Linnet, Song thrush, Dunnock. 
 An assemblage of wintering farmland birds. On one occasion, 107 

lapwing were recorded- equivalent to over 1% of the Humber Estuary 
population for this species. There is no evidence to indicate whether or 
not this flock was linked to the Humber Estuary. 

 
In addition, the site lies nest to ancient woodland and near to the important 
open mosaic habitats of the steelworks, which support priority species of 
butterfly, including wall, small heath and grayling. 
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Evaluation 
Section 7.5.2 of the draft Environmental Statement lists some ecological 
mitigation and enhancement measures that are broadly welcomed. I shall not 
repeat the list here. However, it is worth noting that this section states that the 
grassland will be grazed by sheep. For other local solar farms where grazing 
has been proposed at the application stage, no grazing is actually taking place 
on the site once operational. We should therefore use DCO requirements to 
secure grazing or alternative measures to maintain habitat quality. 
 
Sections 7.6.14-7.6.19 detail appropriate mitigation measures to protect 
woodland, and ancient woodland in particular. 
 
Sections 7.6.35-7.6.36 detail appropriate mitigation measures to conserve 
arable plants. 
 
Sections 7.6.91-7.6.96 detail appropriate mitigation measures to conserve 
badgers. 
 
Sections 7.6.123-7.6.129 detail appropriate mitigation measures to conserve 
farmland birds. 
 
Sections 7.6.155-7.6.157 detail appropriate mitigation and enhancement 
measures to conserve invertebrates, including priority species of butterfly. 
Where possible, the deployment of sandy and stony substrates would also 
benefit these species. In particular the grayling butterfly, in Lincolnshire/East 
Midlands terms, only exists on the eastern edge of Scunthorpe and could 
benefit greatly from such habitat. 
 
The other proposed mitigation and enhancement measures in section 7.6 are 
acceptable. 
 
The proposed Landscape and Ecological Management Plan (LEMP) will need 
to be carefully drafted, agreed in writing and fully implemented for the lifetime 
of the project to ensure that the proposed mitigation and enhancement 
measures achieve the desired outcomes. 
 
Biodiversity Enhancement 
The National Planning Policy Framework states that: 
 
“The planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local 
environment by: 
 protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, geological conservation 

interests and soils; 
 recognising the wider benefits of ecosystem services; 
 minimising impacts on biodiversity and providing net gains in biodiversity 

where possible, contributing to the Government’s commitment to halt the 
overall decline in biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological 
networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures...” 

 
and  
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“opportunities to incorporate biodiversity in and around developments should 
be encouraged;”  
 
With this proposal, biodiversity enhancement should be secured as described 
under “Evaluation” above. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Andrew Taylor 
Project Officer (Ecologist) 
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Annex- Ecology and Legal Protection 
 
Bats 
All species of bat are protected under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and Schedule 2 of The Conservation of 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 making all species of bat European 
Protected Species. Details of the legislation can be found at: 
 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69/contents 
 
The Countryside and Rights of Way Act: 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2000/ukpga 20000037 en 7#pt3-pb8-l1g81 
 
The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2010/uksi 20100490 en 1 
 
Nesting birds 
It is an offence under Section 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act of 
1981(WCA 1981) to intentionally take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild 
bird while it is use or being built. The WCA 1981 also provides that all wild 
birds and their eggs are protected and cannot be killed or taken except under 
licence. 
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MEMO 
 

 
To:  Andrew Law, Development Management 
 
From:  Environmental Health (Commercial) 
 
Your Ref: Pre planning application, PRE/2018/137 
 
Our Ref PLU 003933 
 
Subject: Ground mounted solar park up to 150MWp 
 
Location: Little Crow Solar Park, Santon, Scunthorpe 
 
Date:  30 August 2018 
 
 
Thank you for your email requesting this department’s comments on the above pre 
Application request. 
 
The applicant has included details of the proposed development for the installation of 
a solar park with a maximum export capacity of 100Mw. The proposal will also include 
approximately 50Mw of battery storage containers that will provide a frequency 
response to the national grid at times when the solar park is not exporting at peak 
capacity.   
 
There will also be electrical connection infrastructure and the point of connection into 
the local electricity grid is directly to the 132kva electricity overhead pylon which 
already runs through the development site. 
 
Due to the potential generating capacity, at over 50Mw, this project constitutes a 
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project and the application will go to the 
Secretary of State for a Development Consent Order.  
 
The proposed development is 140m to the nearest sensitive residential receptors, this 
department therefore requires the following with any planning permission applied for. 
 
Construction Environmental Management (CEMP) 

This department is concerned that noise, dust, light etc. during the construction phase 
has the potential to impact on amenity. To prevent local residents and other sensitive 
receptors being affected during the construction of the proposed development, this 
department recommends the inclusion of the following conditions: 
 



1. No stage of the development hereby permitted shall commence until a 
Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) has been submitted to 
and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The CEMP shall include 
the following:- 

Noise and vibration: The CEMP shall set out the particulars of – 

a) the works, and the method by which they are to be carried out; 
 

b) the noise and vibration attenuation measures to be taken to minimise 
noise and vibration resulting from the works, including any noise limits; and 

 
c) a scheme for monitoring the noise and vibration during the works to ensure 

compliance with the noise limits and the effectiveness of the attenuation 
measures 

Light: The CEMP shall set out the particulars of –  

a) Specified locations for contractors’ compounds and materials storage 
areas, 
 

b)  Areas where lighting will be required for health and safety purposes, 
 
c) Location of potential temporary floodlights, 

 
d) Identification of sensitive receptors likely to be impacted upon by light 

nuisance, 
 
e) Proposed methods of mitigation against potential light nuisance, including 

potential glare and light spill, on sensitive receptors. 

Dust: The CEMP shall set out the particulars of – 

a) Site dust monitoring, recording and complaint investigation procedures 
b) b)    Identification of receptors and the related risk of dust impact at all 

phases of the development, including when buildings and properties start 
to be occupied 
 

c)  Provision of water to the site 
 
d) Dust mitigation techniques at all stages of development 
 
e) Prevention of dust trackout 
 
f) Communication with residents and other receptors 
 
g) A commitment to cease the relevant operation if dust emissions are 

identified either by regular site monitoring or by the local authority 
 
h) A no burning of waste policy 

 



2. Construction and site clearance operations shall be limited to the following days 
and hours: 
 

• 07:00 to 19:00hrs Monday to Friday. 
• 07:00 to 13:00hrs Saturday. 
• No construction or site clearance operations on Sundays or public 

holidays.  
• HGV movements shall not be permitted outside these hours during the 

construction phase without prior written approval from the Local 
Planning Authority. 

• Installation of equipment on site shall not be permitted outside these 
hours without prior written approval from the Local Planning Authority. 

 
 
Operational noise 
 
The applicant has not provided any information in relation to operational noise of the 
development site including the use of battery storage containers. However, given the 
location and nature of the proposed development, it is likely that operational noise will 
not give rise to significant adverse impact provided that any necessary mitigation 
measures are included. This department would expect a planning application to 
include details of operational noise sources and predicted noise levels at relevant 
locations.  
 
 
Contaminated Land 
 
A desk study has been included with this application.  The desk study has indicated 
that the current site has a prolonged history of agricultural usage, with no evidence of 
large scale ironstone extraction or landfilling within the boundaries.  However due to 
the proximity to the steel works, this department would recommend checking for the 
location of ironstone gullets and mineshafts in the area before any development is 
undertaken.  
 
 
 
 
 
 





HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RECORD (HER) FUNCTION: To hold, maintain, interpret and 
manage heritage information, enhancing the understanding of the area’s historical development as a 
distinctive and attractive place. HER information provides source material for interpretation by heritage 
professionals and for use by community groups and individuals. The HER database is updated as 
new information about the historic environment is discovered. 
  
The HER also provides advice on development proposals that affect, or may affect, the sites and 
settings of all heritage assets i.e. designated and non-designated historic buildings, archaeological 
sites and monuments, and historic places, areas and landscapes.  This advice is provided against 
saved local plan policies and national historic environment policies. See 
http://www.northlincs.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/historic-environment-and-conservation/ 
 
DETAILED ADVICE:  Thank you for consulting the HER on this pre-application proposal. The Cultural 
Heritage section of the Draft Environmental Statement comprises Chapter 8 of Volume 1 and 
Technical Appendix 8.1 Heritage Desk Based Baseline Survey Report.  Eddie Rychlak and I were 
consulted on the latter report earlier this year; Eddie confirmed that the setting assessment of the built 
heritage assets is satisfactory.  This memo therefore focusses on the archaeological heritage 
resource. 
 
My comments on Chapter 8 of the Draft Environmental Statement (ES) are as follows: 
 
8.2 ASSESSMENT APPROACH 
 
Paragraph 8.2.5 Settings Assessment, refers to designated heritage assets only, whereas Historic 
England’s Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning Note 3: The Setting of Heritage 
Assets (Second Edition) is clear that all heritage assets may have a setting. Step 1 of this guidance: 
Identify which heritage assets and their settings are affected, does not differentiate between 
undesignated and designated heritage assets, nor does the NPPF (para 197) or NPPG.  The draft ES 
should include setting assessments of the undesignated assets; the Baseline Report included a 
setting assessment for the site of Gokewell Priory, one of the undesignated heritage assets within the 
site.   
 
Paragraph 8.2.10 (and paragraph 8.2.26) could usefully include the rest of NPPF paragraph189 
regarding archaeological evaluation, and note that the description of significance of any heritage 
assets in the ES may be added to in response to the iterative gathering of survey data following the 
archaeological evaluation as referred to in paragraph 8.1.2  
 
Table 8.1 Criteria for Assessment of the Significance of Heritage Assets and paragraph 8.2.16.  I 
welcome the methodology of moving away from the matrix-led approach to one based on a more 
discursive approach.  However, table 8.1 appears to be missing categories that I would expect to see 
considered such as the inclusion of the following: 

• Non-designated heritage assets of equivalent significance to scheduled monuments (NPPF 
193b footnote 63);  

• Non-designated heritage assets the significance of which has been ascertained through 
sufficient evaluation and assessment;  

• The category of Uncertain is not appropriate, it is already covered by non-designated heritage 
assets the significance of which has not yet been ascertained through sufficient evaluation 
and assessment 

• Negligible: remains that have been sufficiently demonstrated to have no archaeological 
interest as defined in the NPPF Glossary  

 
 
Paragraph 8.2.18 refers to temporary effects on the settings of heritage assets if the development has 
a limited lifespan, and that these temporary effects can be short, medium or long-term, but does not 
quantify any of these terms. 
 
Table 8.2 Magnitude of Effect upon Heritage Assets and paragraph 8.2.20. Drawing a distinction 
between designated and undesignated heritage assets in relation to the level of harm is potentially 
confusing and unhelpful; the scale of harm to all heritage assets irrespective of any designation status 
should be expressed in consistent terminology as substantial harm or less than substantial harm 
equivalent to loss of significance in whole or part (NPPF paragraph 199).  
 
 
 



 
Paragraph 8.2.30 Limitations to the Assessment, could usefully refer to the ongoing archaeological 
field evaluation being undertaken in accordance with NPPF 189 & Local Plan policies CS6 & HE9, 
and that the results will inform an updated assessment of significance as they become available, as 
part of the iterative process set out in paragraph 8.1.2. 
 
8.3 BASELINE CONDITIONS 
 
Paragraphs 8.3.13-15 The Setting of Designated Heritage Assets, designated and non-designated 
heritage assets should be included in this assessment. It is not explained in the draft ES why the 
setting assessments refer only to designated heritage assets.  All heritage assets may have a setting 
and the HE guidance does not state that only designated heritage assets should be identified for 
appropriate assessment. 
 
Paragraph 8.3.17 Known and Potential Archaeological Remains. It should be noted that following the 
completion of the ongoing archaeological evaluation of the site, and an updated Heritage Assessment 
informed by the results, the potential for any further undiscovered archaeological remains within the 
site would be considerably reduced, in line with the iterative approach to the preparation of the ES.  
 
Paragraph 8.3.18 Cropmarks of a round barrow, to note that these archaeological investigations are 
ongoing and results will update the draft ES. 
  
8.4 ASSESSMENT OF LIKELY SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS 
 
8.4.4 Operation Phase Effects. I disagree with the proposal to scope out buried archaeological 
remains as this does not take into account any indirect effects on their settings and assessment of 
impact on significance.  This assessment will need to be informed by the results of archaeological 
evaluation.  
 
8.4.6 I disagree with the proposal to scope out effects as a result of the decommissioning phase ; the 
ES does need to assess the impacts of decommissioning on any heritage assets informed by the 
results of archaeological evaluation and taking into account any mitigation measures that may be 
required for construction phases; an informed assessment of impact based on the details of the 
decommissioning activities should therefore be scoped into the heritage assessment. 
 
8.5 MITIGATION AND ENHANCEMENT 
 
Paragraph 8.5.2 reference to NPPF paragraph135 should be 197 and paragraph 141 should be 200. 
 
The sections of Mitigation by Design and Additional Mitigation including Table 8.3 will need to be 
updated following the results of archaeological evaluation and revised Heritage Assessment of 
significance and impact. 
 

Paragraph 8.5.9 Enhancements, I welcome the inclusion of this proposal and would certainly look for 

a firm commitment to produce and install an interpretive board alongside Gokewell Priory Site beside 

the adjacent PROW. 
 
Paragraph 8.7.5 should refer to Gokewell Priory Site, unless the archaeological evaluation 

demonstrates that there would be no direct or indirect effect. Of the second sentence, this has not yet 

been ascertained until the completion of the archaeological evaluation and the results have been 
assessed. 
 
 
I will keep you informed of progress with the archaeological evaluation as Cotswold Archaeology 
updates the HER. 
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Enquiries to:  Andrew Law 
Direct Dial:   
E-mail:   
 
Our Ref:  PRE/2018/137 
Your Ref: GRO/P17-0718 
 
Date: 30 October 2018 
 
 
Colin Virtue 
Executive Director 
Pegasus Group 
First Floor 
South Wing 
Equinox North 
Great Park Road 
Almondsbury 
Bristol 
BS32 4QL 
 
Dear Mr Virtue, 
 
National Significant Infrastructure Project in the Energy Sector Informal 
Consultation with North Lincolnshire Council - Little Crow Solar Park, 
Scunthorpe 
 
Thank you for your consultation letter dated 3 August 2018, I apologise for the delay 
in responding to this informal stage of pre-application consultation. 
 
I have taken the opportunity to review the Draft Environmental Statement and Draft 
Technical Appendices and documents submitted to the authority. Technical 
consultees within the Council have raised matters which will hopefully advise the 
final production of the Environmental Statement and support you in making a robust 
submission to the Planning Inspectorate. I have enclosed these consultation 
responses for your information, please feel free to discuss these matters with the 
relevant people and do not hesitate to contact me should you require any contact 
details for the consultees. I would be grateful if you could keep me copied into any 
future correspondence with technical consultees so that I can project manage this 
scheme and collate formal responses to you in the future. 
 
North Lincolnshire Council does not wish to raise any objection to the principle of the 
proposed scheme at this moment in time. At the examination stage North 
Lincolnshire Council will produce a Local Impact Report which will need to be agreed 
by local members at Planning Committee and as such we do reserve the right to 



raise concerns at a later stage following consideration of the application by 
committee members. 
 
At this stage of informal pre-application consultation I would like to make the 
following observations: 
 
Landscape and Visual Impact 
 
Having reviewed Chapter 6 of the Draft ES I can confirm agreement to the approach 
to the assessment and mitigation of landscape and visual impacts.  
 
The proposal for planting of new hedgerows along the security fences adjacent to 
the public right of way through the site and the sowing of wildflower seed in the 
margins between the path and the hedges is supported on the understanding that 
the hedging would be of mixed native species and that the wildflower seed is of UK 
origin. However, it should be noted that for the hedgerows and wildflowers along the 
Public Right of Way to be of lasting benefit, they will require ongoing management. 
The council’s responsibilities in this respect are limited to way-clearance and 
maintenance of the route only. The landowner or solar farm operator will therefore 
need to make provision for ongoing management of the hedgerows and wildflowers 
for the 35-year lifetime of the project. 
 
Ecology and Nature Conservation 
 
Having reviewed Chapter 7 of the Draft ES and the comments supplied by the 
council’s ecologist I can confirm that the survey methods used and survey effort 
deployed is appropriate for the site in question.  
 
Section 7.5.2 of the Draft ES lists ecological and enhancement measures that are 
generally acceptable and welcomed. However, it is noted that this section proposes 
that the grassland will be grazed by sheep. The local authorities experience with 
other local solar farms is that where grazing has been proposed at the application 
stage, no grazing has actually taken place on the sites once operational. Therefore, 
alternative measures to maintain habitat quality may need to be secured should 
grazing not be forthcoming.  
 
Sections 7.6.155 – 7.6.157 detail appropriate mitigation and enhancement measures 
to conserve invertebrates, including priority species of butterfly. Where possible the 
deployment of sandy and stony substrates would also benefit these species. In 
particular the grayling butterfly, within Lincolnshire/East Midlands, only exists on the 
eastern edge of Scunthorpe and could greatly benefit from such habitat. 
 
The proposed Landscape and Ecological Management Plan (LEMP) will need to be 
carefully drafted, agreed in writing and fully implemented for the lifetime of the 
project to ensure that the proposed mitigation and enhancement measures achieve 
the desired outcomes. 



 
Cultural Heritage 
 
The council’s Historic Environment Record make comments on the content of 
Chapter 8 of the Draft ES and these comments are set out in the enclosed 
consultation response. In addition to these comments it is understood that an 
archaeological evaluation of the site has been commissioned. The agreed strategy 
for archaeological evaluation, prepared by Cotswold Archaeology, comprises 
geophysical survey, fieldwalking and trial trenching. As far as I am aware the 
archaeological evaluation is currently underway. The results of the completed 
evaluation will inform an updated Heritage Assessment of the significance of the 
heritage assets and any direct and indirect impacts of the proposed development. In 
turn, the Heritage Assessment will inform any appropriate mitigation measures to 
conserve relevant assets either in situ or by record. Where possible this information 
should be fed into the ES prior to submission of the application. Where results are 
not available within this timescale it is expected that they will be submitted as 
addenda to the ES for consideration during the determination process. 
 
Land Quality 
 
No concerns have been raised by the council’s Environmental Health team with 
respect to the methodology used to prepare the Draft Ground Conditions Desk 
Study. The desk study indicates that the current site has a prolonged history of 
agricultural usage, with no evidence of large-scale ironstone extraction or landfilling 
within the boundaries. However due to the proximity to the Scunthorpe Steel Works, 
it is recommended to check for the location of ironstone gullets and mineshafts in the 
area prior to development being undertaken. 
 
Operational Noise 
 
No information has been provided in relation to operational noise from the 
development, including the use of battery storage containers. However, given the 
location and nature of the development, it is likely that operational noise will not give 
rise to significant adverse impact provided that any necessary mitigation measures 
are included. The LPA would expect to see some consideration of operational noise 
as part of the application. 
 
In addition, it is noted that noise, dust, light etc. during the construction phase has 
the potential to impact on amenity. To prevent local residents and other sensitive 
receptors being affected during the construction of the proposed development the 
LPA would recommend the inclusion of requirements to secure an appropriate 
Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) and to control the hours of 
operation. 
 
Highway Safety 
 



The council’s Highways team has raise no objections to the proposed development 
and anticipate that operational traffic will be relatively minor. However, there is likely 
to be significant traffic generated as a result of the construction and 
decommissioning of the solar farm and as such the LPA would expect a Construction 
Phase Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) to be submitted and agreed prior to 
construction operations taking place. This plan could be secured via a requirement 
as part of any forthcoming DCO. In particular, the CTMP will need to give 
consideration to the suitability of the existing access into the site and the 
management of the crossroads at the access point during construction and de-
commissioning.  
 
Drainage 
 
Having reviewed the Draft Flood Risk Assessment and Drainage Strategy and taking 
advice from the council’s drainage officers I can confirm that the scope and detail of 
the draft report is acceptable. Notwithstanding this, it is important that the developer 
ensures that all watercourses within the development site are maintained throughout 
the lifetime of the development in accordance with their riparian responsibilities. 
 
Cumulative Impact 
 
With respect to proposals which are not currently in existence and may need to be 
taken into account as part of a cumulative impacts assessment the only major 
scheme that I am aware of which may have the potential to have cumulative 
environmental impacts is PA/2018/1316, a pending application for the retention of an 
existing wellsite for long-term hydrocarbon production at Lodge Farm, Clapp Gate, 
Appleby. 
 
The council does maintain an up-to-date weekly list of submitted planning 
applications on its website and we would be able to carry out a search of recent 
planning approvals and pending planning applications in a specified Zone of 
Influence should this be required. 
 
Community Consultation 
 
I have already provided comments on the informal draft Statement of Community 
Consultation in my email dated 3 October 2018, confirming agreement to the 
proposed consultation strategy subject to a minor revision to the ‘Prescribed Bodies’ 
set out in table 4.3. I have no further comments to make in this respect at the current 
time and will provide an updated response to the formal consultation on the SOCC in 
due course. 
 
I trust that the comments contained within this letter and enclosures are helpful. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss any aspect of this 
response or this development. 
 



Yours Sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Law 
Strategic Development Officer 
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GRO/P17-0718  
 
3 August 2018  
 
Andrew Law 
Strategic Development Officer 
Development Management Team 
North Lincolnshire Council 
Civic Centre 
Ashby Road 
Scunthorpe 
DN16 1AB 

RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Andrew  
 
Little Crow Solar Park, Scunthorpe 
National Significant Infrastructure Project in the Energy Sector 
Informal Consultation with North Lincolnshire Council  
 
On behalf of INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd, I am pleased to request North Lincolnshire 
Council’s informal pre-application advice for Little Crow Solar Park.   
 
The development proposal is for a renewable energy scheme on land to the east of the 
British Steel site at Scunthorpe, North Lincolnshire, DN16 1XP.  The main element of the 
proposal is the installation of a ground mounted solar park with a maximum design 
capacity of up to 150MWp (megawatts peak) to achieve a maximum export capacity value 
of 100MW. It is accompanied by up to 50 Megawatts of battery-based electricity storage 
facility.  There will also be electrical connection infrastructure and the point of connection 
into the local electricity grid is directly onto the 132kva electricity overhead pylon which 
already runs through the development site.     
 
The proposed generation period will be up to 35 years, after this period the photovoltaic 
panels and batteries would be decommissioned and removed from site. 
 
Procedural Matters  
 
As you are aware, by virtue of its potential generating capacity, this project constitutes a 
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”). Therefore, instead of applying to the 
local authority for Planning Permission, the application would be made to the Secretary of 
State (“SoS”) for the Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (“BEIS”) for 
a different permission called a Development Consent Order (“DCO”).  The process for 
applying for a DCO is set out in the Planning Act 2008 [PA2008]. The Act explains how 
NSIPs projects should be prepared, submitted and examined and determined. It also 
includes opportunities for people to have their say before a decision is made by the SoS.   
 
This informal pre-application submission precedes the start of any formal pre-application 
consultation as required by the Act. 
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Informal Pre-application Submission  
  
To aid your consideration of this pre-application request, the submission is supported by:- 
 

• Indicative Site Location Plan  

• Indicative Layout 

• Draft Preliminary Environmental Impact Report / Draft Environmental 

Statement and Technical Appendices   

• Phase 1 Ground Condition Survey   

• Draft Flood Risk Assessment and Drainage Strategy   

• Draft Air Quality and Carbon Assessment  

• Draft Statement of Community Consultation Report  

 
As agreed, each of the enclosed 4 No. USB memory sticks contains a copy of the informal 
pre-application submission in PDF format.  Importantly, as the preparation of the 
application is an iterative process the amount of detail will increase as the preparation 
proceeds.  The draft documents are therefore ‘live’ documents and will be updated and 
augmented as the proposal and application moves forward.  The iterative process also 
relates to the baseline data that is still being collected for the site, such as the 
archaeological geophysical survey which has just been mobilised across the site.   
Additional baseline date will be dispatched to the relevant officers in the Council as the 
application progresses. 
 
Issues to be considered by the Council in its Written Advice 
 
It is respectfully requested that the Council’s informal pre-application advice extends to 
include the matters listed below: -  
 

• Advice and comments regarding the methodology, assessment and mitigation 
measures contained in the draft Environmental Statement 

• Advice on any other technical matters that should be addressed as part of the 
application process that is not contained within the Draft ES and other 
supporting documentation    

• Advice on any proposals known to the Council which are not currently in 
existence but should be taken into consideration as part of the cumulative 
impacts assessment for the EIA 

• Council’s expectations over community consultation and their comments on the 
enclosed Draft Statement of Community Consultation, and 

• Any other comments and advice considered appropriate by the Council. 
 
With regards to the Draft Statement of Community Consultation, I confirm that we are 
seeking to develop and agree the consultation strategy in partnership with the Council and 
as such this submission precedes the formal submission of the Draft SoCC to the Council 
as prescribed by Section 47 of the PA2008.   
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I trust the above and enclosed is sufficient for the application to be registered as a valid 
pre-application request.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any additional 
information or clarification before you complete the Council’s written advice. 
 
Your sincerely  

Colin Virtue 
Executive Director 
e-mail:  
 
Enc 
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1. PREFACE  

1.1 This Draft Statement of Community Consultation statement explains how INRG 

Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will involve the Local Planning Authority, the local community 

and prescribed consultees during the formal preparation of the application for    

Development Consent Order.  

1.2 This draft statement is presented to North Lincolnshire Council for discussion and 

subsequent agreement over how the applicant should continue to consult people in 

its area as part of the formal pre-application process.   Once the principles of 

consultation have been agreed, INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will then prepare a 

revised streamlined document setting out the agreed framework for community 

consultation.  The key topics considered in this draft document are:  

• Identification of relevant prescribed persons to consult; 

• The size and coverage of the proposed consultation exercise (including, 

where appropriate, consultation which goes wider than one local authority 

area); 

• The appropriateness of various consultation techniques, including 

electronic-based ones; 

• The design and format of consultation materials; 

• Issues which could be covered in consultation materials;  

• Suggestions for places/timings of public events as part of the consultation; 

• Local bodies and representative groups who should be consulted; and 

• Timescales for consultation.  

1.3 The Planning Act 2008 (The Act) requires local authorities to respond to the 

applicant’s consultation on their proposed Statement of Community Consultation 

within 28 days of receipt of the request.  That said, the applicant understands that 

a longer period than the minimum period set out in the Act may be required to 

resolve any disagreements or clarifications about the public consultation design. 

1.4 In its role as a consultee on the Statement of Community Consultation, the local 

authority should focus on how the applicant should consult people in its area. The 
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comments that North Lincolnshire Council will provide on the draft Statement of 

Community Consultation are separate from any views that authority may have on 

the merits of the proposals.  

2. INTRODUCTION  

Background  

2.1 INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd are preparing to submit an renewable energy 

application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Secretary of State.  The 

main element of the scheme is a large-scale ground mounted solar park with a 

design capacity of 150MWp (megawatts peak) that will sustain a grid capacity of 

100MW.  The application site extends to approximately 220 hectares and is located 

to the north west of the settlement of Broughton and immediately to the east of 

Scunthorpe Steel Works. This application will be made under the Planning Act 2008 

where the Planning Inspectorate is the Government agency responsible for 

examining DCO applications. The development is known as ‘Little Crow Solar Park’. 

The Site Location Plan is provided at Appendix 1 

APPENDIX 1 – SITE LOCATION PLAN 

2.2 Since the proposal will be capable of generating more than 50 megawatts of power, 

it meets the criteria to be classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project 

under the Planning 2008 Act. 

2.3 The Act requires INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd as the applicant, to undertaken 

extensive public consultation in advance of submitting the DCO application to the 

Secretary of State.  

2.4 In accordance with Section 47 (1) of The Act, the applicant must prepare a 

statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult people living in the 

vicinity of the land about the proposed application. Before preparing the Statement 

of Community Consultation (SoCC), the applicant must consult the relevant local 

authority. The purpose of this draft SoCC is to present a draft methodology on how 

the applicant will conduct formal consultation for comment and agreement by North 

Lincolnshire Council. In accordance with Section 47 (3) of The Act, it is required 

that the local authority respond within 28 days of the day of receipt.     This 

document also summarises the informal (non-statutory) consultation undertaken 

to date.  
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Guidance on the 

pre-application 

process for major 

infrastructure 

proposals (March 

2015). 

methodology 

presented in this 

document.  

Revisions to SoCC 

as required before 

progressing to 

formal stage.    

The Statement of 

Community 

Consultation will 

be made 

available online 

and at any 

exhibition events 

held by the 

applicant. The 

Statement will be 

placed at 

appropriate local 

deposit points 

(eg. Scunthorpe 

Central Library).  

reviewing the 

draft Statement of 

Community 

Consultation.  

 

Table 1: Phased Consultation Approach  

2.8 This document sets down to the Local Planning Authority (North Lincolnshire 

Council) the public consultation undertaken to date during the informal consultation 

stage and, based on this engagement and feedback from members of the public, 

presents a strategy for undertaking formal public engagement for comment by the 

LPA. To date, consultation has been carried out in accordance with North 

Lincolnshire’s Statement of Community Involvement (July 2010).  

2.9 This draft SoCC demonstrates the applicant’s diligent efforts to consult with the 

local planning authority about the public engagement strategy at the informal stage 

of the consultation process, giving the authority the opportunity to shape the 

applicant’s approach to engaging with the public. Any response from North 

Lincolnshire Council will be taken into account within any future design or strategy 

for public engagement and will be reflected within any future published document.  

2.10 At the same time as consulting with the local community and the public, the 

applicant has consulted with statutory consultees, stakeholders and interested 

parties. In accordance with guidance for the Act, the applicant will take into account 

the response received in developing the proposals prior to the submission of the 

DCO application. 
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2.11 For the avoidance of doubt, the applicant has not notified or consulted such persons 

as appear on the prescribed list set down in The Infrastructure Planning 

(Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009 as this is not 

required by The Act at informal consultation stage. A full list of prescribed persons 

who will be consulted is provided elsewhere in this document. 
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3. PURPOSE AND CONTEXT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION   

Purpose 

3.1 INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd is committed to best practice in community 

consultation and communication throughout the planning process, as 

recommended through guidance accompanying the Planning Act 2008 and within 

the act itself. Having extensive experience in community communication and in 

developing large scale ground mounted solar parks, the applicant recognises the 

importance that can be brought to the local community and key stakeholders 

through appropriate inclusive pre-application consultation and communications.  

Context 

3.2 The purpose of the informal consultation to date has been to make the local 

community aware of the proposals through an introduction to the development and 

development site and to provide the opportunity to express opinion and become 

involved in developing the details of the scheme. By engaging in the informal 

consultation to date: 

• Residents, businesses and other interested parties have had the opportunity 

to comment on and express their opinions about draft proposals that will 

affect their community, the site and the surrounding area;  

• Respondees have generated feedback that has influenced the details of the 

proposal and proposed mitigation measures; 

• The applicant has expanded the possibility of developing the best possible 

scheme by working together with local residents and local stakeholder; and 

• The project team has been able to disseminate accurate information to 

those directly affected by the scheme thereby hoping to allay fears and 

reduce uncertainty about what is being proposed.  

3.3 A summary of the consultation undertaken to date and a summary of the detailed 

results of is provided at Appendix 2.  

APPENDIX 2 – COMMUNITY CONSULTATION UNDERTAKEN TO DATE  
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Statutory Requirements of the pre-application stage  

3.4 Chapter 2 of The Planning Act 2008 sets down the regulatory requirements for pre-

application procedure in relation to NSIP projects. Other documentation that has 

been used to design the formal consultation process include: 

• The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) 

Regulations 2009; 

• Planning Act 2008: guidance on the pre-application process for major 

infrastructure projects (March 2015);  

• The Planning Inspectorate Advice Note 2: The role of local authorities in the 

development consent process (February 2015); and 

• The Planning Inspectorate Advice Note 14: Compiling the Consultation 

Report (April 2012). 

3.5 This section sets down the applicant’s understanding of the requirements set down 

within The Act and presents to the local authority a draft methodology of how the 

applicant intends to meet their obligations.  

3.6 Section 42 sets down the applicant’s duty to consult, stating the applicant must 

consult the following:  

a) Such persons as may be prescribed; 

b) Each local authority where the application site is within that authority’s area; 

c) The Greater London Authority if the land is in Greater London; and  

d) Each person who is within one or more of the categories set out in Section 

44 of the Act (see below). 

3.7 Section 44 provides further detail on categories that should be consulted. The below 

list summarises these categories: 

• The person is an owner, lessee, tenant (regardless of tenancy period) or 

occupier of the land; 
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• The person is interested in the land or has the power to sell and convey the 

land or release the land; and 

• The person would or might be entitled as a result of the implementing of 

the order, as a result of the order having been implemented, or as a result 

of use of the land once the order has been implemented to make a relevant 

claim. 

3.8 Section 45 sets down the required timeframe for consulting under Section 42 where 

the applicant must notify the person of the deadline for the receipt by the applicant 

of the person’s response to any consultation within a period of 28 days that begins 

with the day after the day on which the person receives the consultation 

documentation.  

3.9 Section 47 sets down the applicant’s duty to consult the local community. Relevant 

text within The Act is summarised as follows: 

• The applicant must prepare a statement setting out how the applicant 

propose to consult, about the proposed application, people living in the 

vicinity of the land; 

• Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each relevant 

local authority about what is to be in the statement; 

• The deadline for the receipt by the applicant of the local authority’s response 

to consultation is 28 days that begins the day after receipt; 

• In preparing the statement, the applicant must have regard to any previous 

response to consultation from the local authority that is received by the 

applicant before the 28 days deadline; 

• Once the applicant has prepared the statement, the applicant must publish 

it in a newspaper circulating in the vicinity of the land, and in such other 

manner as may be prescribed; and 

• The applicant must then carry out consultation in accordance with the 

proposals set out in the statement.  

3.10 The applicant then has a duty to publicise the proposed application in the prescribed 

manner clearly stating the deadline for receipt by the applicant of responses to the 
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publicity. The applicant also has a duty to take account of relevant responses to 

consultation and publicity. 

3.11 Other statutory requirements that the applicant will comply with include: 

• To notify the Secretary of State of the proposed application; 

• Produce an Environmental Statement following identification that the 

project requires an environmental impact assessment. The Environmental 

Statement will be submitted along with the application; 

• Make the Statement of Community Consultation available for inspection by 

the public in a way that is reasonably convenient for people living in the 

vicinity of the land where the development is proposed (as required by 

Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008);  

• Identify and consult statutory consultees as required by Section 42 of The 

Act; 

• Publicise the proposed application in accordance with the regulations, 

setting a deadline for consultation responses of not less than 28 days from 

the day after receipt/last publication; and 

• Prepare a consultation report and submit it to the Secretary of State as part 

of any application.  
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4. PROPOSALS FOR FORMAL CONSULTATION   

4.1 This section provides the applicants draft proposals for consultation for comment 

by the LPA. The Act requires consultation to be undertaken with the following 

groups: 

• Prescribed persons; 

• North Lincolnshire Council; 

• Neighbouring Local Authorities; 

• Interested parties; and 

• The local community.  

4.2 The following sections deal with each identified group in turn.  

Detailed Proposals to Consult Prescribed Persons  

4.3 Schedule 1 within The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and 

Procedure) Regulations 2009 sets down the prescribed persons to be consulted in 

accordance with Section 42 (a) of The Act. The applicant will both consult and notify 

the following persons:   

Column 1; 

Consultee 

Address Column 2; Circumstances 

when that person must be 

consulted about a 

proposed application. 

Appleby Parish 

Council 

Ms Lynne Watson 
Clerk to Appley Parish Council 
Phil Grundy Community and Sports 
Centre  
Scawby Road 
Broughton  
Brigg 
DN20 0AB 
 

All cases 

Broughton 

Town Council 

Mr John Kitwood 
Mayor of Broughton Town Council 
Phil Grundy Community and Sports 
Centre  
Scawby Road 
Broughton  
Brigg 

All cases 
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Column 1; 

Consultee 

Address Column 2; Circumstances 

when that person must be 

consulted about a 

proposed application. 

DN20 0AB 
 

The 

Environment 

Agency 

Waterside House, Waterside N, 

Lincoln, LN2 5HA 

All proposed applications 

likely to affect land in 

England  

Lincolnshire 

Police and 

Crime 

Commissioner  

Office of the Police and Crime 

Commissioner for Lincolnshire 

Lincolnshire Police Headquarters 

Deepdale Lane 

Nettleham, near Lincoln 

LN2 2LT 

All cases  

Lincolnshire 

Fire and 

Rescue  

Lincoln HQ Fire Station, South Park 

Avenue, Lincoln, LN5 8EL 

All cases 

The Health 

and Safety 

Executive 

(Midlands 

Office) 

19 Ridgeway 

9 Quinton Business Park 

Quinton 

Birmingham  

B32 1AL 

All cases 

The National 

Health Service 

Commissioning 

Board and 

Lincolnshire 

West Clinical 

Commissioning 

Group 

Cross O’Cliff, Bracebridge Heath, 

Lincoln LN4 2HN 

All proposed applications 

likely to affect land in 

England and Wales 

Natural 

England  

Horizon House, Deanery Rd, Bristol 

BS1 5AH 

All proposed applications 

likely to affect land in 

England 
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Column 1; 

Consultee 

Address Column 2; Circumstances 

when that person must be 

consulted about a 

proposed application. 

The Historic 

Buildings and 

Monuments 

Commission 

for England 

(Historic 

England) (East 

Midland Office) 

2nd floor 

Windsor House 

Cliftonville 

Northampton 

NN1 5BE 

All proposed applications 

likely to affect land in 

England 

The Civil 

Aviation 

Authority 

Aviation House, Gatwick Airport 

South 

West Sussex RH6 0YR 

All proposed applications 

relating to airports or which 

are likely to affect an airport 

or its current or future 

operation 

The Secretary 

of State for 

Transport 

Great Minster House, 33 Horseferry 

Road, London, SW1P 2AA  

All proposed applications 

likely to affect road or 

transport operation and/or 

planning on roads for which 

the Secretary of State for 

Transport is the highway 

authority. 

Integrated 

Transport 

Authorities 

(ITAs) and 

Passenger 

Transport 

Executives 

(PTEs) 

Transport Policy, Environment and 

Economy, Lancaster House, 36 

Orchard Street, Lincoln, LN1 1XX 

All proposed applications 

likely to affect transport 

within, to or from the 

relevant integrated transport 

area of the ITA or PTE 

Lincolnshire 

County Council 

County Offices, Newland, Lincoln, 

LN1 1YL 

All proposed applications 

likely to have an impact on 

the road network or the 
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Column 1; 

Consultee 

Address Column 2; Circumstances 

when that person must be 

consulted about a 

proposed application. 

Highways 

Authority 

volume of traffic in the 

vicinity of the proposal 

North East 

Lindsey 

Internal 

Drainage 

Board 

Witham House J1, The Point 

Weaver Road Lincoln Lincolnshire 

LN6 3QN 

All proposed applications 

likely to increase the risk of 

flooding in that area or where 

the proposals relate to an 

area known to be an area of 

flood risk 

Relevant 

statutory 

undertakers 

Northern Power Grid, 98 Aketon 

Road, Castleford, WF10 5DS 

 

 

All proposed applications 

likely to affect their functions 

as statutory undertakers. 

The Forestry 

Commission 

Forestry Commission  

620 Bristol Business Park 

Coldharbour Lane 

Bristol 

BS16 1EJ 

All proposed applications 

likely to affect the protection 

or expansion of forests and 

woodlands in England or 

Scotland 

Table 2: Prescribed Consultee List (Section 42 (a))  

4.4 It is not proposed to consult with the Greater London Authority given the site’s 

location in North Lincolnshire.  

Duty to Consult Local Planning Authority  

4.5 Guidance issued by the Planning Inspectorate on the role of the Local Authority 

within the NSIP procedure says that where an NSIP proposal is situated within a 

local authority’s boundary, it will be consulted by the applicant about their 

Statement of Community Consultation.  

4.6 This is a key opportunity for North Lincolnshire to advise the applicant as to how 

the community consultation should be conducted. The Act states that the developer 

must give the local authority 28 days to comment on the draft SoCC and the 
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developer must have regard to any comments a local authority provides at this 

stage but is not required to act on them.  

4.7 Duly, this draft SoCC is submitted to North Lincolnshire Council for comment in 

accordance with the requirements of The Act. 

4.8 In addition, the developer has engaged with Council Officers during the informal 

consultation stage to introduce the project and members of the development time. 

Although this informal engagement is not a statutory requirement, it does afford 

the LPA the opportunity to influence the preparation of the developer’s application.  

Neighbouring Local Authorities  

4.9 The applicant has considered cross boundary implications for consultation, having 

specific regard to the adjoining authority areas. The applicant considers that there 

are no other local authorities which would be affected by the development proposal 

given it is centrally located within the administrative boundary of North Lincolnshire 

Council. Nevertheless, the following local authorities have been identified as 

adjoining and will duly be consulted:  

• West Lindsey District Council;  

• North East Lincolnshire Council; 

• Kingston Upon Hull City Council; 

• Selby District Council;  

• East Riding of Yorkshire Council; 

• Bassetlaw District Council; and  

• Doncaster Council.  

4.10 The below map shows the location of each neighbouring authority.  
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Local Authority Map 

Duty to Consult Interested Parties  

4.11 Letters to land owners, lessees, tenant and anyone with an interest in the land will 

be released in accordance with the requirements of Section 42 of the Act. The 

applicant will allow 28 days from the day after the receipt of delivery for responses. 

4.12 In accordance with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 1998, the contact 

details of interested parties are not included within this report. However, a separate 

confidential note will be supplied to the Council to include relevant contact details 

for Council review. 

Duty to Consult Local Community  

4.13 Given the positive feedback from the local community regarding the extent and 

scope of the informal consultation stage, the applicant intends to mirror and repeat 

the majority of the consultation exercises undertaken at the informal stage. Detail 

of the consultation is provided in respect of: 

• Compliance with provisions set down in The Act; 
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• The size and coverage of the proposed consultation exercise (including, 

where appropriate, consultation which goes wider than one local authority 

area); 

• The appropriateness of various consultation techniques, including 

electronic-based ones; 

• The design and format of consultation materials; 

• Issues which could be covered in consultation materials;  

• Suggestions for places/timings of public events as part of the consultation; 

• Local bodies and representative groups who should be consulted; and 

• Timescales for consultation.  

Compliance with The Act  

4.14 The degree to which the engagement is publicised will be extended from the 

informal stage in order to comply with Section 48 of The Act. Specifically, the 

applicant will: 

• Publish a notice of the proposed application for at least two successive 

weeks in one local newspaper circulating in the vicinity in which the 

proposed development would be situated (the Scunthorpe Telegraph); 

• Publish a notice of the proposed application once in a national newspaper; 

and 

• Publish a notice of the proposed application once in the London Gazette. 

4.15 In each instance matters which will be included on the notice will be: 

• The name and address of the applicant; 

• A statement that the applicant intends to make an application for 

development consent to the Secretary of State; 

• A statement as to whether the application is EIA development; 
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• A summary of the main proposals, specifying the location of the proposed 

development; 

• A statement that the documents, plans and maps showing the nature and 

location of the proposed development are available for inspection free of 

charge at one location within close vicinity of the proposed development and 

at times set down within the notice; 

• The latest date on which those documents will be available for inspection; 

• Whether a charge will be made for copies of any of the documents, plans or 

maps and the amount of any charge; 

• Details of how to respond to the publicity; and 

• A deadline for receipt of those responses by the applicant, being not less 

than 28 days following the date when the notice is last published.  

The Size and Coverage of the Proposed Consultation Exercise  

4.16 The consultation exercise is designed to encompass a wide geographic area which 

reasonably includes any person who might be affected by the development 

proposals. There are two distinct elements to the area of consultation; an ‘inner 

area’ where addresses will receive a leaflet invitation to the public drop in events; 

and an ‘outer’ area where consultation will be via advertisements in the local press. 

4.17 The below map extract includes a polygon (delineated by red line) showing the 

proposed area which will be included on an address list as the ‘inner’ area to receive 

invitation to planned public drop in events. The polygon includes approximately 

2,500 addresses and covers the villages of Broughton, Wressle, Santon, Appleby, 

High Risby and Low Risby. The size of the area is approximately 3,100 hectares 

and is irregularly shaped in order to capture surrounding villages to invite as many 

people as possible to the consultation events.   
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Map showing proposed consultation ‘inner’ area  

4.18 The ‘inner’ consultation area falls entirely within the administrative boundary of 

North Lincolnshire Council.  

4.19 The distribution of the Scunthorpe Telegraph comprises the ‘outer’ area. The below 

map extract shows the approximate distribution and coverage area of the paper. 

The weekly circulation of the paper is estimated at 79,000 copies.  

 

Scunthorpe Telegraph Circulation Area 
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The Appropriateness of Various Consultation Techniques  

4.20 Feedback from the informal consultation phase to the appropriateness of 

consultation techniques was positive. Consequently, the formal consultation phase 

will repeat many of the techniques used. These include: 

• Leaflet drop including basic scheme information, invitation to consultation 

event and contact details of project team. Invitation to arrive at least 3 

weeks before the drop ins to maximise chances of attendance; 

• Public drop-in events over three days in three separate venues surrounding 

the proposal site. Events scheduled to run from 2:30-7pm to maximise 

chances of attendance and straddle the typical hours of a working day; 

• Advert in the Scunthorpe Telegraph that will feature in at least two 

publications of the paper prior to the drop-in events.  Procedural matters 

will also be covered within the notification section of the Scunthorpe 

Telegraph;  

• Dedicated email address to allow for receipt of communications via 

electronic means; 

• Postal address and contact telephone number for the project team; 

• Dedicated project website to provide the latest project information; and 

• Dedicated project team members to log and respond to any specific 

questions/queries raised.  

4.21 These are appropriate consultation techniques because they allow for 24 hour 

project information to be disseminated (via the website); afford numerous 

opportunities for face to face discussions with the project team and provide contact 

details across a number of formats where questions and comments can be sent to 

the project team for a prompt response.  

Design and Format of Consultation Materials  

4.22 The consultation materials are designed primarily for ease of reference and to 

further project understanding amongst consultees.  
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4.23 Leaflets will be colour printed at A5 and include clear wording for the invitation to 

public drop in events. Feedback from the informal consultation phase indicated that 

the site location could be clearer and that the map should be updated to show the 

recently built Raventhorpe Solar Farm. These comments will be actioned prior to 

the release of the leaflet for the formal consultation stage.  

4.24 The drop-in events will feature banner display boards which will measure 

approximately 200cm x 60cm and be printed in colour. The display boards will allow 

members of the public to familiarise themselves with details of the project in their 

own time during each event. Other materials available at the drop-in event will be 

a feedback form to allow attendees to leave comments. The feedback form will 

include a postal address should people wish to write to the project team following 

the event. Brochures and leaflets about the project will also be available for people 

to take at each event.   

4.25 The advert in the Scunthorpe Telegraph will be displayed within the notification 

section of the paper. The advert will appear in two concurrent issues of the paper.  

4.26 The project website will be available to view 24 hours a day and will be updated 

regularly to include any changes to the scheme and details of upcoming 

consultation events.  

Issues to be Covered in Consultation Materials  

4.27 Consultation materials will provide information on the following issues: 

• Introduction to Little Crow Solar Park including details of size of land take 

and basic parameters of the proposal. Information relating to output of the 

project (in megawatts) will be provided as will proposed location of point of 

connection to the grid;  

• Detailed Site Location Plan including site area delineated by way of red line, 

azimuth and surrounding points of reference;  

• Information about the proposed developer INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd; 

• The perceived benefits of the solar park including how the proposal will 

benefit the local area; 
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• Information on who will determine the application and an overview of the 

NSIP/Development Consent Order procedure;  

• Information on other forms of project consultation including other public 

drop-in events and project website; and  

• Contact details of members of the project team where questions and request 

for information can be directed. 

4.28 In addition to these identified issues, the project team will be able to answer any 

specific queries directed at the project. The range of feedback options available to 

designed to ensure that anyone who has a question is able to pose it. The project 

team will endeavour to issue appropriate responses within 2 working days to any 

question raised.  

4.29 In line with the comments received during the drop-in sessions at the informal 

stage, there will be banners and information prepared to cover the topics of 

highways/access and protection of the Public Right of Way.  

Suggestions for Places/Timings of Public Events 

4.30 It is proposed that three separate days of consultation will take place across three 

different venues. Proposed venues are as follows with all events to be held between 

14:30-19:00 during the working week:- 

• Appleby Village Hall, School Lane, Scunthorpe, DN15 0AS; 

• Scunthorpe Civic Centre, Ashby Road, Scunthorpe, DN16 1AB; and  

• Broughton Village Hal, 59 High Street, Broughton, North Lincolnshire, DN20 

0JX. 

4.31 Given the attendance levels experienced during the informal round of consultation, 

it is proposed that each event be staffed by three members of the project team. 

The teams will be comprised of two from INRG Solar who will provide specialisms 

on development, construction, local labour, resources, community fund and 

decommissioning and one from Pegasus Group to cover planning matters.  

4.32 The above venues have been selected as appropriate given their relative proximity 

to the site and the population centres nearest. The venues were found to be of an 
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appropriate size for the consultation exercise and had the requisite facilities to 

facilitate productive discussion with attendees.   North Lincolnshire Council to 

advise if exhibitions should take place in the working week (Monday to Friday) or 

at the weekend. 

Local Bodies and Representative Groups Who Should be Consulted  

4.33 In addition to the consultees set down within Table 2 of this document, the 

applicant will also consult the following parties as identified interested third parties. 

This list has been partly derived from North Lincolnshire consultation during the 

consultation period for the Ravensthorpe Solar Farm (application ref: 

PA/2014/0892) which has been built within 500m of the southern boundary of the 

proposed development site:  

• Campaign to Protect Rural England (National Office, 5-11 Lavington Street, 

London, SE1 0NZ); 

• MP for Brigg and Google (Andrew Percy) and MP for Scunthorpe (Nic Dakin); 

• NATS (4000 Parkway, Whiteley, Fareham, Hants, PO15 7FL); 

• Humberside Airport (Humberside International Airport Ltd, Kirmington, 

North Lincolnshire, DN39 6YH);  

• Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust (Banovallum House, Manor House Street, 

Horncastle, Lincolnshire, LN9 5HF); and 

• Robin Hood Airport (Heyford House, First Avenue, Doncaster, DN9 3RH).  

Timescale for Consultation  

4.34 Once the Statement of Community Consultation is jointly agreed then INRG will 

notify PINS and key stakeholders that the project is moving into the formal pre-

application stage as follows: 

i) Pre-application consultation with North Lincolnshire Council and prescribed 

consultees (whom will receive updated Environmental Statement and draft 

Development Consent Order); 

ii) Public exhibitions (to include the 28-day response period at the end of the 

last exhibition); 
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iii) Any repetition of stages i and ii as required  

iv) Pre-application submission to PINS; and  

v) Repetition of stages ii and iii if required.  
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5. CONCLUSION  

5.1 The statement sets down the applicant’s understanding of the requirements of 

consultation as set down within the Planning Act 2008 and associated guidance 

notes published by the Planning Inspectorate.  

5.2 The statement presents the applicant’s intended methodology for consultation 

during the formal pre-application consultation stage and seeks North Lincolnshire’s 

position whether the scope and means of consultation is acceptable as required 

under Section 47 (2) of the Act. 

5.3 The applicant looks forward to the Council’s response within the statutory 28 day 

time period.  
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SITE LOCATION PLAN 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION UNDERTAKEN TO DATE 
 

 



1. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL CONSULTATION TO DATE  

1.1 This Appendix to the SoCC provides a record of the public engagement that has 

taken place during the informal consultation period to date. This engagement forms 

the context for this document and will inform the strategy for engagement during 

the formal consultation phase.   

1.2 The aims and objectives of the programme to date have been to inform and engage 

with communities and stakeholders across the administrative area with a strong 

focus on the local communities surrounding the application site. The key objectives 

of the communications undertaken so far include: - 

 To ensure, as far as possible, that local people are aware of the proposals 

and have every opportunity to express their views to the project team 

before the planning application is finalised and submitted to the local 

planning authority; 

 To provide the community and stakeholders with the opportunity to feed 

into the scope of the assessments being undertaken to support the 

proposal; 

 To inform and engage with local communities about the need for the 

proposal; 

 To understand views of the local community towards the proposals; 

 To understand and address any concerns in the community; and 

 To ascertain views from the wider area. 

1.3 Through implementing these objectives, the applicant has aimed to effectively 

communicate and clarify information, allay any concerns, and respond to issues 

raised through face-to face discussion and dissemination of information.  

Engagement Methods   

1.4 To ensure that the widest local stakeholder audience has been informed about the 

proposal and has had the opportunity to engage in the informal round of initial 

consultation, a comprehensive range of methods of communication have been used 

throughout the informal consultation phase. Details of the various methods are set 

out below.  



Public Exhibition  

1.5 Three concurrent days of public exhibitions were held to inform the local community 

about the proposal and give them the opportunity to talk to members of staff from 

INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd and members of the project team. Three exhibition 

events were held to increase the chances that members of the public would be able 

to attend at least one of the events. The timing of each event was intended to allow 

people to visit the drop in after normal working hours. The venues were chosen to 

best serve the distinct geographic areas surrounding the site of Appleby Parish, 

Broughton Town Council Area and Scunthorpe. This was intended to maximise 

attendance at the events.   

1.6 The Project Team members adopted a proactive stance towards communicating 

with all visitors to the exhibition. There were at least 3 members of the project 

team available at each event; the key members available across the exhibitions 

were: 

 Ian Gannon – Commercial Director at INRG Solar Ltd; 

 David Dean – Commercial Manager at INRG Solar Ltd; 

 Colin Virtue – Planning Director at Pegasus Group; 

 Gareth Roberts – Associate Planner at Pegasus Group; and 

 Richard Morison – Principal Planner at Pegasus Group. 

1.7 Details of the three events were as follows: 

 Session 1 – 16th January 14:30 – 19:00, Appleby Village Hall, School Lane, 

Scunthorpe, DN15 0AS  

 Session 2 – 17th January 14:30 – 19:00, Scunthorpe Civic Centre, Ashby 

Road, Scunthorpe, DN16 1AB  

 Session 3 –18th January 14:30 – 19:00, Broughton Village Hall, 59 High 

Street Broughton, North Lincolnshire, DN20 0JX 

1.8 In order to guide attendees to the correct rooms for each venue, posters were 

displayed to guide attendees into the exhibition rooms.  

1.9 The exhibition materials included: - 



 Exhibition Boards – The exhibition boards covered a wide range of subjects 

including the background of INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd, the location of the 

proposal, the need for the proposed development; the envisaged public 

benefits of the proposal and photo view points from the surrounding area 

showing the extent of the proposal site. 5 boards in total were provided and 

evenly spaced around the exhibition hall space. A copy of the boards is 

provided at Appendix 1. 

 Key Document Printouts – Various key documents were provided to allow 

the project team to more effectively disseminate information and engage 

with attendees. This included maps of the area and surrounds at a variety 

of scales, the proposed route of construction traffic to the site and a draft 

site layout. 

 Feedback Forms – Feedback forms were made available to all attendees and 

all attendees were encouraged to fill in and leave the forms at the event. A 

copy of the feedback form is provided at Appendix 2. 

 Leaflet and brochure – Pocket sized information leaflets and brochures were 

available for attendees to take with them from the event. The materials 

included basic information about the proposals as well as a red line area, 

contact details for members of the project team and details of the project 

website where further information is available. A copy of the leaflet and 

brochure is provided at Appendix 3 and 4.  

 Refreshment bar and seating area – Teas, coffees , snacks and a tabled 

seating area were made available to provide a suitable environment for 

visitors to discuss the proposals and fill out feedback forms.  

APPENDIX 1 – EXHIBITION BOARDS 

APPENDIX 2 – FEEDBACK FORMS 

APPENDIX 3 – LEAFLET  

APPENDIX 4 - BROCHURE 

1.10 Attendees were encouraged to ask questions at the event and submit any 

comments or additional questions via the website, email or feedback forms. 

Feedback forms were kept within a sealed box at the event.  

 



Leaflet Drop  

1.11 Prior to the series of drop in sessions, members of the public were invited to attend 

the drop-in events via a leaflet that was posted in advance of the events and 

distributed to over 2,500 addresses in the area surrounding the application site. 

The invitation provided basic initial information, inviting members of the public to 

upcoming public drop in sessions and to provide a website address and contact 

details of the project team.  

1.12 The leaflet drop is a fundamental component of the engagement process, allowing 

information about the project and invitation to the drop-in event to reach a wide 

audience. The below map extract shows the extent of the area that received a 

leaflet:  

 

Leaflet Invitation Drop Area 

1.13 The size of the leaflet drop area was determined by the location of nearby residents 

who could be affected by both the build and operational phase of the development. 

The leaflet indicated where to find/ask for information about the proposal and 

provided an email address where comments could be sent to using an email address 

set up specifically to handle the public consultation for the project. A copy of the 

leaflet is provided at Appendix 5.  

APPENDIX 5 – COPY OF LEAFLET 

 

 



Press Release 

1.14 To coincide with the release of the leaflet drop and invitation to the public 

exhibitions, INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd circulated a press release regarding the 

plans (‘Clean energy proposals for Scunthorpe’). The press release was sent to the 

Solar Power Portal and Scunthorpe Telegraph as well as being published on the 

Little Crow Solar Park website. The press release provided basic information, invited 

the public to the drop-in session and provided contact details for the project team.  

1.15 As a result of the press release, the Solar Power Portal featured an article relating 

to the proposals - ‘INRG in pursuit of perfect answer for subsidy-free solar 

economics’. The Scunthorpe Telegraph featured a similar article – ‘New solar park 

aimed at providing clean energy proposed for Scunthorpe’.  A copy of both articles 

is provided at Appendix 6 and 7. 

APPENDIX 6 – SOLAR POWER PORTAL ARTICLE 

APPENDIX 7 – SCUNTHORPE TELEGRAPH ARTICLE 

Media Advertisement   

1.16 The development was promoted through a quarter page advertisement in the 

general section of the Scunthorpe Telegraph. The advert appeared in one edition 

of the paper. The newspaper is published weekly (every Thursday) and distributed 

to the Scunthorpe Area. The advert appeared in the paper on 11th January 2018. A 

copy of the advert is provided at Appendix 8.     

APPENDIX 8 – SCUNTHORPE TELEGRAPH ADVERTISEMENT  

Website  

1.17 INRG Solar Ltd are a nationwide organisation that have built and completed solar 

parks across the country as well as a pipeline of potential new sites. In addition to 

information on the main INRG website, a dedicated website was set up for Little 

Crow Solar Park. The website provides accessible, up-to-date information about 

this proposals and provides contact details for members of the development team. 

The website address is www.littecrowsolar.co.uk.  

1.18 A copy of the relevant webpage is provided at Appendix 9.  

APPENDIX 9 – LITTLE CROW SOLAR PARK WEBSITE 





Table 2 : Schedule of informal consultation meetings  

Interested Parties Letter  

1.21 The applicant is mindful of the requirements set down in Paragraphs 42 and 44 of 

the Act that must be adhered to during the formal stage of consultation; after 

making diligent inquiry to consult with any person who is an owner, lessee, tenant 

or occupier of the land or has an interest in the land.  

1.22 Notwithstanding that the applicant has undertaken only the informal round of 

consultation, letters have been sent to all interested parties as identified with the 

Act. A copy of this letter is provided at Appendix 11.  

APPENDIX 11 –INTERESTED PARTIES LETTER  



2. DETAILED RESULTS OF INFORMAL CONSULTATION 

2.1 There has been a significant positive response to the development scheme at the 

local community level. The overwhelming feedback from both public drop in events 

and follow up emails has been to support the proposals as they were presented 

during the events (ie without changes to the proposal). Details of the responses to 

the main activities to date are set out below:   

Public Exhibition  

2.2 As stated elsewhere in this report, three separate public exhibitions were held 

across three days all within close proximity to the proposal site. The invitation was 

extended to over 2,500 addresses surrounding the site and included residential and 

commercial properties throughout Broughton, Appleby, Wressle and Santon. 

2.3 A head count was undertaken of all visitors attending each exhibition. The 

exhibition at Appleby Village Hall was attended by 22 people, 3 attended the 

Scunthorpe Civic Centre event with 57 people attending the Broughton Village Hall 

event.  The below photographs show how the room was set up and people attending 

the event at Appleby Village Hall/ 

 

Photograph showing drop-in event 



2.4 All exhibitions ran from 2:30pm-7pm. Footfall at the Appleby and Broughton event 

was consistent. Attendance numbers for Scunthorpe were below what was expected 

with space attendance.   

2.5 Each event was staffed by at least 3 members of the project team during the 

session.  This ensured that all visitors were able to study the exhibition boards; 

complete their feedback forms and liaise with the project team at their own speed 

and leisure. 

Analysis of Exhibition  

2.6 The project team kept track of the feedback and communications they received, 

both negative and positive, during the exhibition. Following the events the project 

team who liaised and integrated with the attendees throughout the duration of the 

exhibition unanimously agreed there was an overwhelming positive support for the 

development proposal with most attendees thinking they would not be able to see 

the solar park once it was built. Concern was expressed over the proposed 

construction traffic route and the number of deliveries that would be required to be 

made to the site. Although the project team acknowledged the construction period 

would cause disruption, it was pointed out that this was a relatively brief part of 

the overall project time line and that once built, the site would generate a very low 

requirement for traffic generation.  

2.7 A review of the feedback forms provides the qualitative mechanism to substantiate 

the options of the project team. This is discussed in detail below.  

Analysis of completed and retuned feedback forms 

2.8 Overall 19 feedback forms were received across the three events (split 4 from 

Appleby, 1 from Scunthorpe and 4 from Broughton). All feedback received 

supported the proposals across a broad range of project details with the exception 

of one form from the Broughton event that expressed some concern. 

2.9 These results indicate an overwhelming level of support for the project from those 

attending the events. The below provides a summary of the recurring themes and 

comments reflected throughout forms received across the two events: 

 Siting – Attendees thought it was positive that the solar park was sited to 

be surrounded on all sides by significant visual barriers. North, east and 

southern boundaries are abutted by woodland, the western boundary is 



boarded by Scunthorpe Steel Works. Attendees said that the visual impact 

would be minimal when viewed against the steel works site.  

 Access – It was seen as a positive that no access was proposed to run 

through the village of Broughton itself via the B1207 but that there could 

be a potentially negative impact on residents in terms of construction traffic 

if the process was not managed effectively. Support was conditional in some 

instances providing all footpaths are retained. 

 Wildlife – Attendees liked that the site would be grazed by sheep during the 

operational phase and sown with a species mix that would support local 

wildlife.  

 Renewables – Turning to the energy produced itself, attendees expressed 

support in principle for renewable energy projects and thought it was 

beneficial there would be less reliance on coal burning in the future. The 

project was regarded as a ‘great investment’ for North Lincolnshire Council 

and its residents.  

2.10 In terms of the negative feedback received, the issues can be summarised as 

follows: 

 An in principle objection to the size of the site and the effect this could have 

on local mammal and bird habitats; 

 Construction traffic should not run through Broughton;  

 That the site is good quality agricultural land and its loss would diminish the 

amount of food that can be grown locally; and 

 There was no guarantee that the energy produced would supply local 

residents. 

Conclusion  

2.11 Feedback from attendees at the event was that the scope of the engagement was 

appropriate for the likely impacts of the proposal. People thought it useful the 

engagement was held over three days and at times allowing a range of people to 

attend. The provision of a dedicated website that could be actioned at any time was 

also feedback as a good method of engagement.  

 



Other Responses to Consultation  

2.12 In addition to the consultation feedback received at the consultation events, a small 

number of written responses were sent directly to Pegasus Group. This included an 

email from the office of Nic Dakin, MP for Scunthorpe County which expressed 

support for the project and encouraged effective future community consultation.  

 





























WHAT ARE 
THE BENEFITS OF 
THE SOLAR PARK

The main benefits of the development proposals are summarized 
below. These are not set in stone and INRG will consider any other 
suggestions as appropriate.

• Community fund will be made 
available to invest in local 
services and projects over the 
lifespan of the solar park;

• Commitment to using local 
suppliers during construction 
and operation;

• Subsidy free. Little Crow 
Solar Park will not require 
Government subsidies. Solar is 
one of the most cost-effective 
sources of clean electricity 
generation in the UK;

• Little Crow Solar Park would 
save about 50,000 tonnes 
of carbon dioxide emissions 
per annum;

• Little Crow Solar Park would 
provide much needed power 
supply into the local network;

• Ensure security of energy supply 
in the Lincolnshire area through 
more local energy generation;

• Biodiversity enhancements and 
landscaping proposed across 
the site;

• The land will be grazed by 
sheep for the duration of the 
solar park;

• The proposals includes 50 
Megawatts of battery storage.

Proposals for Little Crow Solar Park 5













 

 

 



 

 







FAQ’s

WHERE IS LITTLE CROW SOLAR PARK?

Little Crow Solar Park is in Lincolnshire and is situated 2.5km northeast of the 
village of Broughton and directly to the east of the British steelworks at 
Scunthorpe.

WHAT IS LITTLE CROW SOLAR PARK?

The proposed Little Crow Solar Park is a solar photovoltaic park in Lincolnshire 
which will have a generating capacity of 120 megawatts (MW). It will generate 
clean, renewable energy for approximately 36,360 homes a year, which is more 
than half the number of households in the North Lincolnshire area.
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The proposed site is located 2.5km to the north-west of Broughton and directly to 
the east of the British Steel works at Scunthorpe. Our ambition is to deliver a 
scheme that helps to address national and local electricity needs by providing a 
cost effective and renewable source of clean energy for current and future 
generations.

As the generation capacity of the park exceeds 50MW, the project is classified as a 
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP). This means that the consent for 
the scheme is determined by the planning inspectorate.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF LITTLE CROW SOLAR PARK?

• Significant levels of annual income will be generated for Lincolnshire to 
invest in local services over the projected lifespan of the solar park.

• Subsidy free. Little Crow Solar Park will not require Government subsidies. 
Solar is one of the most cost-effective sources of electricity generation in the 
UK.

• Little Crow Solar Park would save annually 51,600 tonnes of CO2 emissions. 
This equivalent to 15,000 diesel cars.

• Little crow would provide much needed power supply into the local network 
to support the development of local business.

• Ensure security of supply in the Lincolnshire area through more local energy 
generation.

• Solar is safe and UK energy supply will be more resilient and less reliable on 
imported energy (e.g gas).

• Through bio diversity enhancements a net bio diversity gain is anticipated 
across the site. Solar Parks are also very beneficial to the local biodiversity 
click here (media/solar_farms_biodiversity_study-1.pdf) to read recent 
survey

• The land will be grazed by sheep for the duration of the solar park.

• Our proposal includes 50MW of battery storage. Solar power can be stored 
through battery storage, distributing power to the grid when demand is at its 
greatest.

WHAT IS A NATIONALLY IMPORTANT INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROJECT (NSIP)?

Due to the generating capacity of the solar park exceeding 50MW, the project is 
classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP).
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Nationally Significant Infrastructure projects known as NSIP or DCO applications 
are made to the UK Governments Planning Inspectorate. In the case of energy 
projects the planning inspectorate act on behalf of the Secretary of State for the 
Department of Business Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS). Any final consent 
award is granted by the Secretary of State for BEIS.

DCO applications are not determined by the relevant local authority, however the 
local authorities are significantly involved in the early planning process and 
maintain an essential role during the DCO application process. The local authority 
are also the responsible planning authority post DCO consent of the project.

WHY IS LITTLE CROW SOLAR PARK IMPORTANT?

• Due to the recognised effects of global warming and the age of our largely 
fossil fuel based electricity generation supply, the UK has committed to 
significantly increase the growth of renewable electricity generation whilst 
maintaining the security of supply and wholesale energy prices at acceptable 
levels.

• The proposed Little Crow Solar Park aims to provide an essential part of 
the solution to the UK's future clean energy requirements without 
requiring government subsidies. 

• Little Crow Solar Park is proposing to use storage battery technologies, 
which would store any excess of the power produced and distribute it to the 
grid when it’s needed the most.

• Almost 25% of the UK’s electricity generating capacity is due to close by 
2018 so there is a current need for new, clean, dependable and cost effective 
sources of electricity generation to keep UK lights on. In addition the UK’s 
stated climate change targets are transforming the UK's power supply to 
modern and clean forms of power generation. As part of this transformation 
we will need cost effective solar power to meet our clean energy targets.

HOW WILL THE LOCAL AREA BENEFIT?

The Little Crow Solar Park could bring substantial investment to Lincolnshire over a 
minimum period of 25 years. As a significant local business, Little Crow Solar Park 
will be contributing substantial business rates on an annual basis to the local 
councils. Based on current estimates of the potential generation capacity of Little 
Crow Solar Park, the estimated revenue generated for Lincolnshire will be in excess 
of £15,0000,00 over the lifetime of the solar park.

Local business will benefit from the construction and maintenance of the solar 
park.
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WHAT WILL BE INCLUDED IN LITTLE CROW SOLAR PARK?

• Proposals for the Solar Park include a solar array, which will provide clean 
renewable electricity to the national grid to power UK homes.

• There will be electrical connection infrastructure to connect the solar park to 
the existing local 132kV electrical network on site. This is situated within the 
proposed solar park.

• It is proposed to include an energy storage solution, so that Little Crow Solar 
Park can store the Sun’s power and distribute it to the grid when it is needed 
the most.

• Land will be provided for ecological mitigation and enhancement, with 
particular consideration to flora and fauna.

CONSULTATION

Little Crow Solar Park is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP), as 
it is proposed to have a generating capacity exceeding 50MW. We will be 
applying for a Development Consent Order (DCO) through the Planning 
Inspectorate. The application will be determined by the Secretary of State for 
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy.

A DCO application is planned to be submitted in summer 2018. Prior to this we 
will be commencing an extensive series of public and statutory consultations 
on our plans for the scheme.
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PHASE ONE EVENT DETAILS

We will be hosting our Phase One community consultation events on the following 
dates:

• 16th Jan Appleby Village Hall School Ln, Scunthorpe DN15 0AS

• 17th Jan Scunthorpe Civic Centre, Ashby Road, Scunthorpe DN16 1AB

• 18th Jan Broughton Village Hall 59 High Street, Broughton, North 
Lincolnshire, DN20 0JX

Each session will be open from 2.30pm until 7.00pm

We are welcoming feedback from members of the public on our proposals at these 
events, or at the details provided below. Please note that the deadline for feedback 
during our first phase of consultation is 31st January 2018. The second phase of 
consultation will follow in Summer 2018.

NEWS UPDATE

We completed phase one drop in sessions at Appleby village hall on the 16th 
January, Scunthorpe civic centre on the 17th January and Broughton village hall on 
the 18th January 2018. The sessions were attended by over seventy people 
including many District and Parish Councilors and was welcomed by all attendees. 
A full report will be issued with our final planning application.

We are planning another round of exhibitions with our evolving thoughts as a 
result of feedback from the public and professionals alike. These will take place in 
the Summer of 2018 and will be published in the local papers and radio as well on 
this website.

Sitemap (sitemap.asp)

Quick links

Contact us

Little Crow Solar
Little Crow Solar Park, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, Great Park Road, 
Almondsbury, Bristol, BS32 4QL

Page 6 of 7

20/07/2018http://www.littlecrowsolar.co.uk/



Creative solutions by 123connect (https://www.123connect.co.uk/)

Tel: 01454 454085
Email: online (contact-us.asp)
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Name Organisation Title Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 Address 4 Address 5 Address 6 Address 7
Cllr Richard Hannigan North Lincolnshire Council Deputy Leader 24 East End  Kirmington  North Lincolnshire  DN39 6YS
Chris Barwell North Lincolnshire Council Spatial Planning Manager Church Square House  PO Box 42  Scunthorpe  North Lincolnshire  DN15 6XQ
Cllr Nigel Sherwood North Lincolnshire Council Planning Committee Chairman The Orchards  Barton Road  Wrawby  Brigg  North Lincolnshire  DN20 8SH

Shaun Robson North Lincolnshire Council
Group Manager Development Management 
and Building Control 

The Orchards
 Barton Road  Wrawby  Brigg  North Lincolnshire  DN20 8SH

Sean Brennan North Lincolnshire Council
Special Projects and Programmes Team 
Manager

The Orchards
 Barton Road  Wrawby  Brigg  North Lincolnshire  DN20 8SH

Lesley Potts North Lincolnshire Council Head of Economic Development The Orchards  Barton Road  Wrawby  Brigg  North Lincolnshire  DN20 8SH
Matthew Collinson North Lincolnshire Council Economic Development Team The Orchards  Barton Road  Wrawby  Brigg  North Lincolnshire  DN20 8SH

Greater Lincolnshire Local 
Enterprise Partnership

Lancaster House
 36 Orchard Street Lincoln  LN1 1XX

Lord Haskins of Skidby
Humber Local Enterprise 
Partnership 

Chair of the Humber LEP Wykeland House
 47 Queen Street  Hull  HU1 1UU

Andrew Percy MP MP for Brigg and Goole 2 Morley s Yard  Old Courts Road  Brigg  DN20 8JD
Nic Dakin MP MP for Scunthorpe Suite 3  Limewood Suite  First Floor  5 Park Square  Laneham Street  Scunthorpe  DN15 6JH
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RM/P17-0718 
 
3 January 2018  
 
«Name_» 
«Address_» 
 
 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear «Name_» 
 
Little Crow Solar Park, east of British Steel Works, Scunthorpe   
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for INRG Ltd (the applicant) in respect 
of a proposed solar park to the east of the British Steel Works, Scunthorpe. The proposed 
output of the solar park will be greater than 50 Megawatts, thereby qualifying the project 
as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project.  
 
In line with guidance on the pre-application process published alongside the Planning Act 
2008 we are duly consulting each person who is an owner, lessee, tenant or occupier of 
the land that forms part of the proposed development site when the applicant enters into 
informal consultation in February 2018 with the Local Planning Authority, North 
Lincolnshire Council in this case. We enclose a copy of the Site Location Plan for your 
records that identifies the extent of the proposed development site.  
 
This letter is intended as initial notification of the applicant’s intent to consult. A series of 
public drop in sessions are scheduled during January 2018 as detailed below:  
 

Session 1 – 16th January, Appleby Village Hall, School Lane, Scunthorpe, DN15 
0AS 
 
Session 2 – 17th January, Scunthorpe Civic Centre, Ashby Road, Scunthorpe, DN16 
1AB 
 
Session 3 – 18th January, Broughton Village Hall, 59 High Street, Broughton, North 
Lincolnshire, DN20 0JX  

 
Should you wish to contact North Lincolnshire Council directly regarding the project, you 
can do so from February 2018 using the details provided below:  
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North Lincolnshire Council  
Planning and Regeneration  
Civic Centre 
Ashby Road 
Scunthorpe 
North Lincolnshire 
SN16 1AB  
 
Yours sincerely 

Colin Virtue 
Executive Director 
e-mail:  
 
encs  
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APPENDIX 4.3 EMAIL FROM NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE TO PEGASUS GROUP 
PROVIDING COMMENTS OVER THE STRATEGIC LITTLE CROW SOCC, DATED 3 

OCTOBER 2019 

 

 

  



From: Andrew Law
To: Colin Virtue
Subject: Re: Little Crow
Date: 03 October 2018 11:40:09

Good afternoon Colin,
 
Apologies for the delay in responding to you.
 
Having reviewed the Draft Statement of Community Consultation for Little Crow Solar, I can confirm that
the LPA raise no objection to the content and approach of the document as it mainly conforms with the
North Lincolnshire Statement of Community Involvement 2018. 
 
However the table under paragraph 4.3, that covers 'Prescribed Bodies' needs updating with the correct
contact details for North Lincolnshire. These seem to refer to Lincolnshire.

The Environment Agency address needs amending to: Environment Agency, Ceres House, 2
Searby Road, Lincoln, LN2 4DT.
Needs to be Humberside Police and Crime Commissioner, not Lincolnshire. i.e. Police and Crime
Commissioner for Humberside, The Lawns, Cottingham, HU16 5SN.
Needs to be Humberside Fire and Rescue and not Lincolnshire. i.e. Humberside Fire and Rescue,
Summergroves Way, Hull, HU4 7BB.
NHS / CCG needs to be: NHS - North Lincolnshire Clinical Commissioning Group, Health Place,
Wrawby Road, Brigg, DN20 8GS.
The Natural England address should be: Natural England, Hornbeam House, Electra Way, Crewe,
Cheshire, CW1 8GJ.
Highways needs to be NLC Highways, not Lincolnshire, and the ITA needs checking.
The IDB needs checking and appropriate contact applied.

Do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss this matter further.
 
 
kind regards
 
Andrew Law
Strategic Development Officer
Development Management Team
North Lincolnshire Council
Civic Centre
Ashby Road
Scunthorpe
DN16 1AB
 
tel: 
 
Please let us know what you think about the customer service you received during your enquiry by
completing our customer satisfaction survey on our Consultations Page on the council web site: 
http://ow.ly/4mNWDJ”
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APPENDIX 4.4 COPY OF EMAIL FROM PEGASUS TO NORTH LANCASHIRE 
COUNCIL DATED 31 OCTOBER 2018 
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CV/P17-0718 
 
31 October 2018 
 
Shaun Robson  
Group Manager – Development Management and Building Control 
Civic Centre 
Ashby Road 
Scunthorpe 
North Lincolnshire 
DN16 1AB 
 
 
 
Dear Shaun  
 
Section 47(2) of the Planning Act 2008   
Little Crow Solar Park - Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project  
Duty of Developer to Consult with North Lincolnshire Council Over the Statement 
of Community Consultation  
 
I refer to the Little Crow Solar Park project, as proposed by INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd 
[“the applicant”], and the email correspondence received from Andrew Law dated 
Wednesday 3rd October 2018 confirming that the Council raised no objection to the working 
draft version of the Statement of Community Consultation [“SoCC”] as the contents and 
approach of the document conformed with the North Lincolnshire Statement of Community 
Involvement 2018.     
 
Mr Law asked for the document to be update with regards to its referencing to ‘Prescribed 
Bodies’ and the amended document is duly enclosed for the Council’s acceptance.   The 
earlier draft document contained open-ended questions to foster discussions between the 
Council and the Developer and these have also been removed from the enclosed final 
document. 
 
I look forward to your acceptance over the enclosed SoCC within the prerequisite 28 day 
period as set out by Section 47(3) of the 2008 Act.  
 
Yours sincerely  

Colin Virtue  
Executive Director 
E-mail:  
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STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

Introducing this Statement 
of Community Consultation

01

This Statement of Community Consultation 
[“SoCC”] is being prepared in accordance with 
Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008. This requires 
Applicants to prepare a Statement setting out how 
the Applicant proposes to consult people affected 
by the development or living in the vicinity about 
the proposed application. The Applicant is INRG 
Solar (Little Crow) Ltd and this SoCC sets out its 
approach to the statutory stages of community 
consultation for its proposed renewable led energy 
scheme on land to the east of the British Steel Site 
at Scunthorpe, North Lincolnshire, DN16 1XP.

This SoCC explains the community consultation 
being undertaken and covers:

• The developer and proposed development;

• The consenting process;

• Where and when the consultation is taking 
place and who is being consulted;

• How the consultation will be undertaken, 
including the materials that will be published 
and other engagement activities;

• Where people can view these materials and find 
out more; and

• The importance of feedback from local people 
and how they can provide their comments.

This SoCC covers the consultation running from 
Monday 3rd December 2018 to Monday 4th March 2019. 
Consultation is a key part of the development process. 
The Planning Act 2008 requires developers to publish 
their proposals widely, as well as consulting with the 
local community, local authorities, statutory bodies 
and persons with an interest in land partially affected 
by the proposed project.

This SoCC has been developed in consultation with 
North Lincolnshire Council. It has been designed to 
gather news and whilst proposals for the project are 
being developed, to allow people the opportunity to 
influence the development of the project and help 
members of the public understand how they can take 
part in the consultation. We have already undertaken 
a significant amount of local engagement.

This pre-application consultation follows non-statutory 
consultation that commenced in January 2018 and 
continued to the end of November 2018; this included 
public exhibitions undertaken in January 2018 and 
informal consultation with various consultees that 
will also be engaged as part of the application for a 
Development Consent Order.
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STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

The Little Crow Solar Park represents a significant 
planning and investment project and is defined as a 
National Significant Infrastructure Project [“NSIP”] in 
accordance with the Planning Act 2008.

INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will apply to the 
Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy [“BEIS”], via the Planning Inspectorate 
[“PINS”], and if successful will be granted a 
Development Consent Order [“DCO”] which 
authorises and permits the development.

INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will seek powers in 
the DCO to construct, maintain, operate and then 
decommission the project. PINS will consider the 
application. Prior to submission of the application 
and during the examination period, interested 
parties will be entitled to raise their views and 
participate in the consenting process. When the 
examination has concluded, PINS will make a 
recommendation to the Secretary of State for BEIS 
having assessed the project in accordance with 
national policy and taking into account the local 
impact. The Secretary of State will then determine 
the application.

Below is a summary of how the DCO application 
process works and further information on PINS and 
the planning process can be found here 
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk

• Pre-application – INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd 
notifies and consults the public, statutory 
consultees and those with an interest in the 
affected land on its proposed application, 
through early non-statutory consultation.

• Submission – INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd 
will review the feedback received during 
consultation and finalise the proposals taking 
the feedback into account. A DCO application 
will then be submitted to PINS, who will appoint 
the examination team for the application.

• Acceptance – after the application is submitted, 
PINS will decide whether it is suitable 
for examination.

• Pre-examination – if accepted for examination, 
there will be an opportunity for people to 
register their interest in the application with 
PINS. Anyone registered will be kept informed 
of the progress of the application by PINS, 
including how they can provide comments. PINS 
will invite all those registered to a preliminary 
meeting that will explain the timetable and 
format of the examination.

• Examination – the examination lasts six months. 
People who have registered their interest will be 
able to take part in the examination and send 
their comments to PINS.

• Decision – following the examination, PINS will 
make its recommendation on the application 
to the Secretary of State, and the Secretary 
of State has the final decision as to whether 
consent is to be granted.

The Consenting Process and Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Projects

03
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INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd is voluntarily preparing 
an Environmental Statement to support the DCO 
application. This means that an Environmental 
Impact Assessment will be carried out. This process 
will consider whether Little Crow Solar Park is likely 
to have significant effects on the environment. It 
will also look at potential measures for mitigation of 
such effects, if and where required.

Classification as an Environmental Impact 
Assessment [EIA] Development

04

Various technical and environmental studies 
have already been carried out, and as part of 
this consultation, INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd 
is publishing a Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report [“PEIR”] and Non-Technical 
Summary [“NTS”]. The PEIR is available from 
1st December 2018 and INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd 
must consult on it before it can make its application 
for a DCO. The PEIR takes the format of a 
Draft Environmental Statement.

INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will supply copies of 
the PEIR to legally defined consultees. A copy of 
the PEIR is also available to others for a charge. 
Otherwise you can review a copy freely at the venues 
listed on page 8 or on INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd 
website: www.littlecrowsolar.co.uk
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STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

We recognise that residents and communities 
have differing requirements for information, so 
our process of consultation will reflect this. The 
formal pre-application consultation is taking place 
from 3rd December 2018 to 4th March 2019. The 
formal consultation will deal with all aspects of the 
development proposal and INRG Solar (Little Crow) 
Ltd will be using the following methods:

• Project website – documents, plans and maps 
showing the nature and location of the project 
are available at www.littlecrowsolar.co.uk 
along with a full list of consultation events.

• Newsletter – to be sent to those most likely to 
be affected by the development, posted on the 
project website and made available to the wider 
community at local libraries and Council offices.

• Media – press-release and advertisements will 
be issued during the pre-application process to 
include details of the consultation process and 
pubic exhibitions.

• Public exhibitions – will be held at the 
locations around the development site and 
available to view at the project website 
www.littlecrowsolar.co.uk

• Political engagement / Parish Council briefings 
– local politicians, councils and relevant 
community groups will be consulted and kept 
informed on all aspects of the project.

Responses must be submitted to INRG Solar (Little 
Crow) Ltd on or before 4th March 2019 using the 
contact information overleaf. INRG Solar (Little Crow) 
Ltd will have regard to all relevant responses to 
consultation and will demonstrate this in a publicly 
available Consultation Report to be submitted in 
support of the application for the project.

PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS

The following events will be held at the locations and 
times shown below. The SoCC, PEIR and the NTS 
will be available to view (free of charge), as well as 
other materials, and INRG Solar and their Planning 
Consultants will be available to answer questions.

• Tuesday 11th December 2018, 2.30pm – 7.00pm: 
Appleby Village Hall, School Lane, 
Scunthorpe, DN15 0AS.

• Wednesday 12th December 2018, 2.30pm – 7.00pm: 
Scunthorpe Civic Centre, Ashby Road, 
Scunthorpe, DN16 1AB.

• Monday 17th December 2018, 2.30pm – 7.00pm: 
Broughton Village Hall, 59 High Street, 
Broughton, North Lincolnshire, DN20 0JX.

INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will also present the 
latest scheme to the local Parish Councils early in the 
New Year. The presentation date to Appleby Parish 
Council will be published on Little Crow website. The 
presentation to the Broughton Parish Council will be 
made on:

• Monday 28th January 2019, 7.30pm: 
Broughton Parish Council, 
Phil Grundy Community & Sports Centre, 
Scawby Road, Broughton, Brigg, DN20 0AF.

All events have disabled access, however for specific 
mobility or access requirements please contact us 
(see page 10 for contact details).

Consultation Timetable, Scope 
and Responses

05
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There are several ways to submit feedback and you can contact INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd in any of the ways 
set out below. When responding, please state who you are, or on whose behalf you are making the response; 
the grounds of your response; and an address where we can respond back to you.

• By email to: info@littlecrowsolar.co.uk
• In writing to:  Little Crow Solar Park, C/O Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, 

Equinox North, Great Park Road, Almondsbury, Bristol, BS32 4QL
• By phone: 01454 625 945
• Through the website: www.littlecrowsolar.co.uk
• Twitter: @littlecrowsolar

PINS website provides an alternative way for you to follow the key project stages. You can also register with PINS 
for project updates via: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT

At the close of consultation, all responses received will be carefully considered and taken into account in the 
development of the project. If, as a result of the feedback, the project changes to such an extent that it is 
necessary to undertake further consultation, then this further consultation will be undertaken in accordance 
with the principles set out in this SoCC. If we are in position to finalise the application, then we aim to move 
forward and submit the application by Spring 2019. When the application has been accepted by PINS, 
INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will advertise that the application has been submitted and accepted.

The wider project timeline is set out below:

Submitting Feedback 
and What Happens Next

06

2018 20202019

December 2018 to March 2019 
consultation with specialist 
bodies and local communities

Feedback review and 
developing final proposals

Application considered 
(taking 18 months)

Construction can start

Application for development 
consent made to the 
Planning Inspectorate

Decision on application 
for development consent
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Gareth Roberts

From: Gareth Roberts
Sent: 12 November 2018 11:43
To: Andrew Law
Cc: Colin Virtue
Subject: RE: Little Crow - updated SoCC
Attachments: P17-0718_Little_Crow_SoCC.PDF

Dear Andrew 
 
SoCC 
We have additional information to insert at page 7 of the SoCC which relates to the confirmed date of INRG’s 
presentation to the Appleby Parish Council.  This will now take place at 8 January 2019.   
 
Kind regards  
 
 
 
 

Gareth Roberts 
Associate 

Pegasus Group 
PLANNING | DESIGN | ENVIRONMENT | ECONOMICS  
First Floor | South Wing | Equinox North | Great Park Road | Almondsbury | Bristol | BS32 4QL 
T 01454 625945 | E gareth.roberts@pegasusgroup.co.uk 

 |  

Birmingham | Bracknell | Bristol | Cambridge | Cirencester | East Midlands | Leeds | Liverpool | London | Manchester| Peterborough 

  
 

 
 

M
 

 

 
m

 

   

     M    m      m  
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www.pegasusgroup.co.uk 

Pegasus Group is the trading name of Pegasus Planning Group Ltd (07277000) registered in England and 
Wales. 
This email and any associated files, is intended for the exclusive use of the addressee only.  
If you are not the intended recipient you should not use the contents nor disclose them to any other person.  
If you have received this message in error please notify us immediately. We have updated our Privacy 
Statement in line with the GDPR; please click here to view t. 

     M    m      m  
m m

 

     M    m      m  
m m H

 

 

Please cons der the environment before printing this email message. 
 

     M    m      m  
m m

 

From: Gareth Roberts  
Sent: 31 October 2018 14:50 
To: Shaun Robson < >; 'Andrew Law' < > 
Cc: Colin Virtue <c >; 'Ian Gannon' < > 
Subject: Little Crow ‐ updated SoCC 
 
Dear Shaun and Andrew 
 
Section 47(2) of the Planning Act 2008 
Little Crow Solar Park ‐ Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project 
Duty of Developer to Consult with North Lincolnshire Council Over the Statement of Community Consultation 
 
I refer to the Little Crow Solar Park project, as proposed by INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd [“the applicant”], and the 
email correspondence received from Andrew Law dated Wednesday 3rd October 2018 confirming how the Council 
raised no objection to the working draft version of the Statement of Community Consultation [“SoCC”] as the 



2

contents and approach of the document conformed with the North Lincolnshire Statement of Community 
Involvement 2018.     
 
Mr Law asked for the document to be update with regards to its referencing to ‘Prescribed Bodies’ and the amended 
document is duly attached for the Council’s acceptance.   The earlier draft document contained open‐ended 
questions to foster discussions between the Council and the Developer and these have also been removed from the 
enclosed final document. 
 
I look forward to your acceptance over the enclosed SoCC within the prerequisite 28 day period as set out by Section 
47(3) of the 2008 Act. 
 
A paper copy of the attached has been posted to the council and should arrive by tomorrow morning.   
 
Kind regards  
 
 

Gareth Roberts 
Associate 

Pegasus Group 
PLANNING | DESIGN | ENVIRONMENT | ECONOMICS  
First Floor | South Wing | Equinox North | Great Park Road | Almondsbury | Bristol | BS32 4QL 
T  | E  

 |  

Birmingham | Bracknell | Bristol | Cambridge | Cirencester | East Midlands | Leeds | Liverpool | London | Manchester| Peterborough 
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www.pegasusgroup.co.uk 

Pegasus Group is the trading name of Pegasus Planning Group Ltd (07277000) registered in England and 
Wales. 
This email and any associated files, is intended for the exclusive use of the addressee only.  
If you are not the intended recipient you should not use the contents nor disclose them to any other person.  
If you have received this message in error please notify us immediately. We have updated our Privacy 
Statement in line with the GDPR; please click here to view t. 

     M    m      m  
m m
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Please cons der the environment before printing this email message. 
 

     M    m      m  
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STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

Introducing this Statement 
of Community Consultation

01

This Statement of Community Consultation 
[“SoCC”] is being prepared in accordance with 
Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008. This requires 
Applicants to prepare a Statement setting out how 
the Applicant proposes to consult people affected 
by the development or living in the vicinity about 
the proposed application. The Applicant is INRG 
Solar (Little Crow) Ltd and this SoCC sets out its 
approach to the statutory stages of community 
consultation for its proposed renewable led energy 
scheme on land to the east of the British Steel Site 
at Scunthorpe, North Lincolnshire, DN16 1XP.

This SoCC explains the community consultation 
being undertaken and covers:

• The developer and proposed development;

• The consenting process;

• Where and when the consultation is taking 
place and who is being consulted;

• How the consultation will be undertaken, 
including the materials that will be published 
and other engagement activities;

• Where people can view these materials and find 
out more; and

• The importance of feedback from local people 
and how they can provide their comments.

This SoCC covers the consultation running from 
Monday 3rd December 2018 to Monday 4th March 2019. 
Consultation is a key part of the development process. 
The Planning Act 2008 requires developers to publish 
their proposals widely, as well as consulting with the 
local community, local authorities, statutory bodies 
and persons with an interest in land partially affected 
by the proposed project.

This SoCC has been developed in consultation with 
North Lincolnshire Council. It has been designed to 
gather news and whilst proposals for the project are 
being developed, to allow people the opportunity to 
influence the development of the project and help 
members of the public understand how they can take 
part in the consultation. We have already undertaken 
a significant amount of local engagement.

This pre-application consultation follows non-statutory 
consultation that commenced in January 2018 and 
continued to the end of November 2018; this included 
public exhibitions undertaken in January 2018 and 
informal consultation with various consultees that 
will also be engaged as part of the application for a 
Development Consent Order.
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STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

The Little Crow Solar Park represents a significant 
planning and investment project and is defined as a 
National Significant Infrastructure Project [“NSIP”] in 
accordance with the Planning Act 2008.

INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will apply to the 
Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy [“BEIS”], via the Planning Inspectorate 
[“PINS”], and if successful will be granted a 
Development Consent Order [“DCO”] which 
authorises and permits the development.

INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will seek powers in 
the DCO to construct, maintain, operate and then 
decommission the project. PINS will consider the 
application. Prior to submission of the application 
and during the examination period, interested 
parties will be entitled to raise their views and 
participate in the consenting process. When the 
examination has concluded, PINS will make a 
recommendation to the Secretary of State for BEIS 
having assessed the project in accordance with 
national policy and taking into account the local 
impact. The Secretary of State will then determine 
the application.

Below is a summary of how the DCO application 
process works and further information on PINS and 
the planning process can be found here 
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk

• Pre-application – INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd 
notifies and consults the public, statutory 
consultees and those with an interest in the 
affected land on its proposed application, 
through early non-statutory consultation.

• Submission – INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd 
will review the feedback received during 
consultation and finalise the proposals taking 
the feedback into account. A DCO application 
will then be submitted to PINS, who will appoint 
the examination team for the application.

• Acceptance – after the application is submitted, 
PINS will decide whether it is suitable 
for examination.

• Pre-examination – if accepted for examination, 
there will be an opportunity for people to 
register their interest in the application with 
PINS. Anyone registered will be kept informed 
of the progress of the application by PINS, 
including how they can provide comments. PINS 
will invite all those registered to a preliminary 
meeting that will explain the timetable and 
format of the examination.

• Examination – the examination lasts six months. 
People who have registered their interest will be 
able to take part in the examination and send 
their comments to PINS.

• Decision – following the examination, PINS will 
make its recommendation on the application 
to the Secretary of State, and the Secretary 
of State has the final decision as to whether 
consent is to be granted.

The Consenting Process and Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Projects

03
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INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd is voluntarily preparing 
an Environmental Statement to support the DCO 
application. This means that an Environmental 
Impact Assessment will be carried out. This process 
will consider whether Little Crow Solar Park is likely 
to have significant effects on the environment. It 
will also look at potential measures for mitigation of 
such effects, if and where required.

Classification as an Environmental Impact 
Assessment [EIA] Development

04

Various technical and environmental studies 
have already been carried out, and as part of 
this consultation, INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd 
is publishing a Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report [“PEIR”] and Non-Technical 
Summary [“NTS”]. The PEIR is available from 
1st December 2018 and INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd 
must consult on it before it can make its application 
for a DCO. The PEIR takes the format of a 
Draft Environmental Statement.

INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will supply copies of 
the PEIR to legally defined consultees. A copy of 
the PEIR is also available to others for a charge. 
Otherwise you can review a copy freely at the venues 
listed on page 8 or on INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd 
website: www.littlecrowsolar.co.uk
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STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

We recognise that residents and communities 
have differing requirements for information, so 
our process of consultation will reflect this. The 
formal pre-application consultation is taking place 
from 3rd December 2018 to 4th March 2019. The 
formal consultation will deal with all aspects of the 
development proposal and INRG Solar (Little Crow) 
Ltd will be using the following methods:

• Project website – documents, plans and maps 
showing the nature and location of the project 
are available at www.littlecrowsolar.co.uk 
along with a full list of consultation events.

• Newsletter – to be sent to those most likely to 
be affected by the development, posted on the 
project website and made available to the wider 
community at local libraries and Council offices.

• Media – press-release and advertisements will 
be issued during the pre-application process to 
include details of the consultation process and 
pubic exhibitions.

• Public exhibitions – will be held at the 
locations around the development site and 
available to view at the project website 
www.littlecrowsolar.co.uk

• Political engagement / Parish Council briefings 
– local politicians, councils and relevant 
community groups will be consulted and kept 
informed on all aspects of the project.

Responses must be submitted to INRG Solar (Little 
Crow) Ltd on or before 4th March 2019 using the 
contact information overleaf. INRG Solar (Little Crow) 
Ltd will have regard to all relevant responses to 
consultation and will demonstrate this in a publicly 
available Consultation Report to be submitted in 
support of the application for the project.

PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS

The following events will be held at the locations and 
times shown below. The SoCC, PEIR and the NTS 
will be available to view (free of charge), as well as 
other materials, and INRG Solar and their Planning 
Consultants will be available to answer questions.

• Tuesday 11th December 2018, 2.30pm – 7.00pm: 
Appleby Village Hall, School Lane, 
Scunthorpe, DN15 0AS.

• Wednesday 12th December 2018, 2.30pm – 7.00pm: 
Scunthorpe Civic Centre, Ashby Road, 
Scunthorpe, DN16 1AB.

• Monday 17th December 2018, 2.30pm – 7.00pm: 
Broughton Village Hall, 59 High Street, 
Broughton, North Lincolnshire, DN20 0JX.

INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will also present the 
latest scheme to the local Parish Councils early in the 
New Year:

• Tuesday 8th January 2019, 7.00pm: 
Appleby Parish Council, Appleby Village Hall, 
School Lane, Appleby, DN15 0AS.

• Monday 28th January 2019, 7.30pm: 
Broughton Parish Council, 
Phil Grundy Community & Sports Centre, 
Scawby Road, Broughton, Brigg, DN20 0AF.

All events have disabled access, however for specific 
mobility or access requirements please contact us 
(see page 10 for contact details).

Consultation Timetable, Scope 
and Responses

05
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There are several ways to submit feedback and you can contact INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd in any of the ways 
set out below. When responding, please state who you are, or on whose behalf you are making the response; 
the grounds of your response; and an address where we can respond back to you.

• By email to: info@littlecrowsolar.co.uk
• In writing to:  Little Crow Solar Park, C/O Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, 

Equinox North, Great Park Road, Almondsbury, Bristol, BS32 4QL
• By phone: 01454 625 945
• Through the website: www.littlecrowsolar.co.uk
• Twitter: @littlecrowsolar

PINS website provides an alternative way for you to follow the key project stages. You can also register with PINS 
for project updates via: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT

At the close of consultation, all responses received will be carefully considered and taken into account in the 
development of the project. If, as a result of the feedback, the project changes to such an extent that it is 
necessary to undertake further consultation, then this further consultation will be undertaken in accordance 
with the principles set out in this SoCC. If we are in position to finalise the application, then we aim to move 
forward and submit the application by Spring 2019. When the application has been accepted by PINS, 
INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will advertise that the application has been submitted and accepted.

The wider project timeline is set out below:

Submitting Feedback 
and What Happens Next

06

2018 20202019

December 2018 to March 2019 
consultation with specialist 
bodies and local communities

Feedback review and 
developing final proposals

Application considered 
(taking 18 months)

Construction can start

Application for development 
consent made to the 
Planning Inspectorate

Decision on application 
for development consent
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STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

Introducing this Statement 
of Community Consultation

01

This Statement of Community Consultation 
[“SoCC”] is being prepared in accordance with 
Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008. This requires 
Applicants to prepare a Statement setting out how 
the Applicant proposes to consult people affected 
by the development or living in the vicinity about 
the proposed application. The Applicant is INRG 
Solar (Little Crow) Ltd and this SoCC sets out its 
approach to the statutory stages of community 
consultation for its proposed renewable led energy 
scheme on land to the east of the British Steel Site 
at Scunthorpe, North Lincolnshire, DN16 1XP.

This SoCC explains the community consultation 
being undertaken and covers:

• The developer and proposed development;

• The consenting process;

• Where and when the consultation is taking 
place and who is being consulted;

• How the consultation will be undertaken, 
including the materials that will be published 
and other engagement activities;

• Where people can view these materials and find 
out more; and

• The importance of feedback from local people 
and how they can provide their comments.

This SoCC covers the consultation running from 
Monday 3rd December 2018 to Monday 4th March 2019. 
Consultation is a key part of the development process. 
The Planning Act 2008 requires developers to publish 
their proposals widely, as well as consulting with the 
local community, local authorities, statutory bodies 
and persons with an interest in land partially affected 
by the proposed project.

This SoCC has been developed in consultation with 
North Lincolnshire Council. It has been designed to 
gather news and whilst proposals for the project are 
being developed, to allow people the opportunity to 
influence the development of the project and help 
members of the public understand how they can take 
part in the consultation. We have already undertaken 
a significant amount of local engagement.

This pre-application consultation follows non-statutory 
consultation that commenced in January 2018 and 
continued to the end of November 2018; this included 
public exhibitions undertaken in January 2018 and 
informal consultation with various consultees that 
will also be engaged as part of the application for a 
Development Consent Order.
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STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

The Little Crow Solar Park represents a significant 
planning and investment project and is defined as a 
National Significant Infrastructure Project [“NSIP”] in 
accordance with the Planning Act 2008.

INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will apply to the 
Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy [“BEIS”], via the Planning Inspectorate 
[“PINS”], and if successful will be granted a 
Development Consent Order [“DCO”] which 
authorises and permits the development.

INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will seek powers in 
the DCO to construct, maintain, operate and then 
decommission the project. PINS will consider the 
application. Prior to submission of the application 
and during the examination period, interested 
parties will be entitled to raise their views and 
participate in the consenting process. When the 
examination has concluded, PINS will make a 
recommendation to the Secretary of State for BEIS 
having assessed the project in accordance with 
national policy and taking into account the local 
impact. The Secretary of State will then determine 
the application.

Below is a summary of how the DCO application 
process works and further information on PINS and 
the planning process can be found here 
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk

• Pre-application – INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd 
notifies and consults the public, statutory 
consultees and those with an interest in the 
affected land on its proposed application, 
through early non-statutory consultation.

• Submission – INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd 
will review the feedback received during 
consultation and finalise the proposals taking 
the feedback into account. A DCO application 
will then be submitted to PINS, who will appoint 
the examination team for the application.

• Acceptance – after the application is submitted, 
PINS will decide whether it is suitable 
for examination.

• Pre-examination – if accepted for examination, 
there will be an opportunity for people to 
register their interest in the application with 
PINS. Anyone registered will be kept informed 
of the progress of the application by PINS, 
including how they can provide comments. PINS 
will invite all those registered to a preliminary 
meeting that will explain the timetable and 
format of the examination.

• Examination – the examination lasts six months. 
People who have registered their interest will be 
able to take part in the examination and send 
their comments to PINS.

• Decision – following the examination, PINS will 
make its recommendation on the application 
to the Secretary of State, and the Secretary 
of State has the final decision as to whether 
consent is to be granted.

The Consenting Process and Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Projects

03



6

LITTLE CROW SOLAR PARK

INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd is voluntarily preparing 
an Environmental Statement to support the DCO 
application. This means that an Environmental 
Impact Assessment will be carried out. This process 
will consider whether Little Crow Solar Park is likely 
to have significant effects on the environment. It 
will also look at potential measures for mitigation of 
such effects, if and where required.

Classification as an Environmental Impact 
Assessment [EIA] Development

04

Various technical and environmental studies 
have already been carried out, and as part of 
this consultation, INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd 
is publishing a Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report [“PEIR”] and Non-Technical 
Summary [“NTS”]. The PEIR is available from 
1st December 2018 and INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd 
must consult on it before it can make its application 
for a DCO. The PEIR takes the format of a 
Draft Environmental Statement.

INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will supply copies of 
the PEIR to legally defined consultees. A copy of 
the PEIR is also available to others for a charge. 
Otherwise you can review a copy freely at the venues 
listed on page 8 or on INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd 
website: www.littlecrowsolar.co.uk
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STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

We recognise that residents and communities 
have differing requirements for information, so 
our process of consultation will reflect this. The 
formal pre-application consultation is taking place 
from 3rd December 2018 to 4th March 2019. The 
formal consultation will deal with all aspects of the 
development proposal and INRG Solar (Little Crow) 
Ltd will be using the following methods:

• Project website – documents, plans and maps 
showing the nature and location of the project 
are available at www.littlecrowsolar.co.uk 
along with a full list of consultation events.

• Newsletter – to be sent to those most likely to 
be affected by the development, posted on the 
project website and made available to the wider 
community at local libraries and Council offices.

• Media – press-release and advertisements will 
be issued during the pre-application process to 
include details of the consultation process and 
pubic exhibitions.

• Public exhibitions – will be held at the 
locations around the development site and 
available to view at the project website 
www.littlecrowsolar.co.uk

• Political engagement / Parish Council briefings 
– local politicians, councils and relevant 
community groups will be consulted and kept 
informed on all aspects of the project.

Responses must be submitted to INRG Solar (Little 
Crow) Ltd on or before 4th March 2019 using the 
contact information overleaf. INRG Solar (Little Crow) 
Ltd will have regard to all relevant responses to 
consultation and will demonstrate this in a publicly 
available Consultation Report to be submitted in 
support of the application for the project.

PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS

The following events will be held at the locations and 
times shown below. The SoCC, PEIR and the NTS 
will be available to view (free of charge), as well as 
other materials, and INRG Solar and their Planning 
Consultants will be available to answer questions.

• Tuesday 11th December 2018, 2.30pm – 7.00pm: 
Appleby Village Hall, School Lane, 
Scunthorpe, DN15 0AS.

• Wednesday 12th December 2018, 2.30pm – 7.00pm: 
Scunthorpe Civic Centre, Ashby Road, 
Scunthorpe, DN16 1AB.

• Monday 17th December 2018, 2.30pm – 7.00pm: 
Broughton Village Hall, 59 High Street, 
Broughton, North Lincolnshire, DN20 0JX.

INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will also present the 
latest scheme to the local Parish Councils early in the 
New Year:

• Tuesday 8th January 2019, 7.00pm: 
Appleby Parish Council, Appleby Village Hall, 
School Lane, Appleby, DN15 0AS.

• Monday 28th January 2019, 7.30pm: 
Broughton Parish Council, 
Phil Grundy Community & Sports Centre, 
Scawby Road, Broughton, Brigg, DN20 0AF.

All events have disabled access, however for specific 
mobility or access requirements please contact us 
(see page 10 for contact details).

Consultation Timetable, Scope 
and Responses

05
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LITTLE CROW SOLAR PARK

There are several ways to submit feedback and you can contact INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd in any of the ways 
set out below. When responding, please state who you are, or on whose behalf you are making the response; 
the grounds of your response; and an address where we can respond back to you.

• By email to: info@littlecrowsolar.co.uk
• In writing to:  Little Crow Solar Park, C/O Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, 

Equinox North, Great Park Road, Almondsbury, Bristol, BS32 4QL
• By phone: 01454 625 945
• Through the website: www.littlecrowsolar.co.uk
• Twitter: @littlecrowsolar

PINS website provides an alternative way for you to follow the key project stages. You can also register with PINS 
for project updates via: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT

At the close of consultation, all responses received will be carefully considered and taken into account in the 
development of the project. If, as a result of the feedback, the project changes to such an extent that it is 
necessary to undertake further consultation, then this further consultation will be undertaken in accordance 
with the principles set out in this SoCC. If we are in position to finalise the application, then we aim to move 
forward and submit the application by Spring 2019. When the application has been accepted by PINS, 
INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will advertise that the application has been submitted and accepted.

The wider project timeline is set out below:

Submitting Feedback 
and What Happens Next

06

2018 20202019

December 2018 to March 2019 
consultation with specialist 
bodies and local communities

Feedback review and 
developing final proposals

Application considered 
(taking 18 months)

Construction can start

Application for development 
consent made to the 
Planning Inspectorate

Decision on application 
for development consent
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Event Public Notices.
Rates for Public Notices are detailed below
Half Page - £1977.78+vat per insertion
Quarter Page - £988.00+vat per insertion
Quotes:
Nov 29th - Half Page - Notification of Adoption of Statements of Community
Consultation
£1977.78+vat
or
Quarter Page - Notification of Adoption of Statements of Community
Consultation
£988.89+vat
Week 1 - Nov 29th - Half Page - Consultation Event Public Notices
£1977.78+vat
or
Quarter Page - Notification of Adoption of Statements of Community
Consultation
£988.89+vat
Week 2 - Dec 6th - Half Page - Consultation Event Public Notices
£1977.78+vat
or
Quarter Page - Notification of Adoption of Statements of Community
Consultation
£988.89+vat
Bank Transfer Payment to reach your account by 11am Monday 26th
November
If you can confirm which size options your require then I will send you a
Pro Forma for your insertions along with our Bank Details
Please don't hesitate to let me know if I can be of further assistance
Kind regards
Angie Atkinson

On Wed, 7 Nov 2018 at 11:48, Jessica Taylor < > wrote:

Good morning Angela

We need to place a notice in the Scunthorpe Telegraph on the 29th November for a Notification of Adoption of
Statement of Community Consultation. Please can you let me know the latest date you need the text and the
pricing structure for the notice?

We would also like to put an advert for a ‘Consultation Event’ in two consecutive issues (again from 29th

November). Please can you let me know the dates you would require the adverts, prices (1/2 page and ¼ page)
, sizes (1/2 page and ¼ page) etc.
Kind regards
Jessica
Jessica Taylor
Secretary to Colin Virtue

Pegasus Group
PLANNING | DESIGN | ENVIRONMENT | ECONOMICS 
First Floor | South Wing | Equinox North | Great Park Road | Almondsbury | Bristol | BS32 4QL
T 01454 625945 | E

Birmingham | Bracknell | Bristol | Cambridge | Cirencester | East Midlands | Leeds | Liverpool | London | Manchester| Peterborough

www.pegasusgroup.co.uk
Pegasus Group is the trading name of Pegasus Planning Group Ltd (07277000) registered in England and Wales.
This email and any associated files, is intended for the exclusive use of the addressee only. 
If you are not the intended recipient you should not use the contents nor disclose them to any other person. 
If you have received this message in error please notify us immediately. We have updated our Privacy Statement in
line with the GDPR; please click here to view it.

Please consider the environment before printing this email message.





INRG SOLAR (LITTLE CROW) LTD   
LITTLE CROW SOLAR PARK 
CONSULTATION REPORT TECHNICAL APPENDICES 
 
 

 
NOVEMBER 2020 Page | 24  
 
 

 

 

APPENDIX 4.13 SCUNTHORPE TELEGRAPH LITTLE CROW SOLAR PARK 
ADVERT 

 

 

  





INRG SOLAR (LITTLE CROW) LTD   
LITTLE CROW SOLAR PARK 
CONSULTATION REPORT TECHNICAL APPENDICES 
 
 

 
NOVEMBER 2020 Page | 25  
 
 

 

 

APPENDIX 4.14 EMAIL EXCHANGE ON 23 NOVEMBER 2018 AT 13:23 HRS 

 

 

  







From: Angela Atkinson > 
Sent: 22 November 2018 10:51
To: Jessica Taylor 
Subject: Re: FW: Notice placement

Good morning Jessica

I hope all is well,

Just following up from our previous emails relating to the Notification of Adoption
of Statements of Community Consultation and also for the other Consultation
Event Public Notices that are required to appear in the Scunthorpe Telegraph on
November 29th and Dec 6th

Just a reminder that if this is something you wish to reverse then I would be most
grateful if you could confirm by 11am on Monday 26th November please.

I can then arrange for a Pro Forma invoice to be emailed to you.

Please don't hesitate to let me know if you require further help or information.

Kind regards

Angie Atkinson

Scunthorpe Telegraph

On Wed, 7 Nov 2018 at 15:29, Angela Atkinson  wrote:

Hello Jessica

Your content for your Public Notice insertion into the Scunthorpe Telegraph on
November 29th will be required by latest 11am Monday 26th November please.

A proof will then be delivered back to you for approval.

This deadline applies to both insertions for both the Notification of Adoption of
Statements of Community Consultation and also for the other Consultation
Event Public Notices.

Rates for Public Notices are detailed below

Half Page - £1977.78+vat per insertion

Quarter Page - £988.00+vat per insertion

Quotes:

Nov 29th - Half Page - Notification of Adoption of Statements of Community
Consultation

£1977.78+vat

or

Quarter Page - Notification of Adoption of Statements of Community
Consultation

£988.89+vat

Week 1 - Nov 29th - Half Page - Consultation Event Public Notices







subsequently confirmed in writing. Although every reasonable effort is made to keep its network free from viruses, Reach
Group accept no liability for any virus transmitted by this email or any attachments and the recipient should use up-to-date
virus checking software. Email to or from this address may be subject to interception or monitoring for operational reasons
or for lawful business practices.

-- 

Angela Atkinson

Senior Media Advisor

Grimsby - Scunthorpe

t: 01472 806963 m: e: 

w: www.grimsbylive.co.uk

IMPORTANT NOTICE This email (including any attachments) is meant only for the intended recipient. It may also contain 
confidential and privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, any reliance on, use, disclosure, distribution or 
copying of this email or attachments is strictly prohibited. Please notify the sender immediately by email if you have received 
this message by mistake and delete the email and all attachments. 

Any views or opinions in this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of Reach plc or its 
associated group companies (hereinafter referred to as "Reach Group"). Reach Group accept no liability for the content of this 
email, or for the consequences of any actions taken on the basis of the information provided, unless that information is 
subsequently confirmed in writing. Although every reasonable effort is made to keep its network free from viruses, Reach 
Group accept no liability for any virus transmitted by this email or any attachments and the recipient should use up-to-date 
virus checking software. Email to or from this address may be subject to interception or monitoring for operational reasons or 
for lawful business practices. 
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To view a copy of your advert once the first insertion date has passed, go to 

http://www.ebiquity.com/en/our-services/more-services/ad-verification-vouching. Click

URN Search then enter your Order URN as it appears on the confirmation e.g.

 12345589-01 and then your first Insertion date.

Please send your creative over as soon as possible if this is still outstanding.

If your order extends over a calendar month end, you will receive more than one invoice.

  
If you have any queries in relation to your order, please send an email to our Customer

Services Department at customer.service@reachplc.com.

  

Reach Publishing Services Ltd

One Canada Square
Canary Wharf

London E14 5AP
Registered in England and Wales

No. 8339522
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From: Trinity Mirror
To: Jessica Taylor
Subject: Trinity Mirror Publishing Ltd Booking Confirmation
Date: 23 November 2018 20:07:04
Attachments: Booking Confirmation ASP_SD-4249292.pdf

DO NOT REPLY TO THIS EMAIL

Dear Customer

Many thanks for your booking, confirmation of which is attached.

A full breakdown of your booking is provided on the attached document. Should
you have any queries in the meantime, please don't hesitate to contact me on the
number below. Please do not reply to this email.
To view a copy of your advert once the first publication date has passed, go to
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/pQz8C0gJPtyQgXc2JIZG.Click URN Search. Enter your
ad number as it appears on the confirmation e.g. 12345589-01 and enter the first
publication date.

Please send your creative over as soon as possible if this is still outstanding.

If your order extends over a calendar month end, you will receive more than one
invoice.

For our full Terms & Conditions, please refer to our website https://protect-
eu.mimecast.com/s/K0IyC98VPsOANWuEkgit which will be binding upon you.

Kind Regards,
Angela Atkinson 

Trinity Mirror Publishing, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London, E14 5AP.
Registered in England and Wales, No. 8339522

******************** 
IMPORTANT NOTICE This email (including any attachments) is meant only for the
intended recipient. It may also contain confidential and privileged information. If you are
not the intended recipient, any reliance on, use, disclosure, distribution or copying of this
email or attachments is strictly prohibited. Please notify the sender immediately by email if
you have received this message by mistake and delete the email and all attachments. 

Any views or opinions in this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily
represent those of Trinity Mirror PLC or its associated group companies (hereinafter
referred to as "TM Group"). TM Group accept no liability for the content of this email, or
for the consequences of any actions taken on the basis of the information provided, unless
that information is subsequently confirmed in writing. Although every reasonable effort is



made to keep its network free from viruses, TM Group accept no liability for any virus
transmitted by this email or any attachments and the recipient should use up-to-date virus
checking software. Email to or from this address may be subject to interception or
monitoring for operational reasons or for lawful business practices. 

Trinity Mirror PLC is the parent company of the Trinity Mirror group of companies and is
registered in England No 82548, with its address at One Canada Square, Canary Wharf,
London E14 5AP. 
********************
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From:  on behalf of Public Notices Team 
<publicnoticesteam@trinitymirror.com>

Sent: 03 December 2020 10:05
To: Evans, Kee
Subject: RE: Public Notice Scunthorpe Telegraph

Good morning, 

I'm writing to confirm that the below Public Notice which appeared in the Scunthorpe Telegraph on 
29th November 2018 also appeared online from 5th December to 29th December 2018. 

Below is a PDF of the page showing the notice in print. 

I can confirm that reference 225610013-02 which states it appeared on www.grimsbylive.co.uk is 
relating to the Public Notice 225610013-03. 

Both Scunthorpe & Grimsby Telegraph notices appear on GrimsbyLive so I can confirm that this is 
the correct place for the notice to appear. It appeared online under "InYourArea" where all Public 



2

Notices appear for a period of time. The notice was uploaded from 5th December to 29th December 
as per the below confirmation. 
 

 
 
If you require any further information, please get in touch. 
 
 

Kind regards, 

 
 

Georgia Cunningham | Public Notices Team Adviser 

T:01227 907972 

 
 

    
   

 m  
    

m  

 
Please reply directly to this email address only and not to the personal 'sent by' address. 
 
 
 
 
IMPORTANT 
 NOTICE This email (including any attachments) is meant only for the intended recipient. It may also contain confidential and 
privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, any reliance on, use, disclosure, distribution or copying of this email 
 or attachments is strictly prohibited. Please notify the sender immediately by email if you have received this message by 
mistake and delete the email and all attachments. 
  
Any 
 views or opinions in this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of Reach plc or its 
associated group companies (hereinafter referred to as "Reach Group"). Reach Group accept no liability for the content of this 
email, 
 or for the consequences of any actions taken on the basis of the information provided, unless that information is subsequently 
confirmed in writing. Although every reasonable effort is made to keep its network free from viruses, Reach Group accept no 
liability 
 for any virus transmitted by this email or any attachments and the recipient should use up-to-date virus checking software. 
Email to or from this address may be subject to interception or monitoring for operational reasons or for lawful business 
practices. 
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Little Crow Solar Park | Community Consultation Newsletter4

Meetings and Public Events

We are holding public events at locations near the site, including Broughton 
Village Hall, Appleby Village Hall and Scunthorpe Civic Centre. These events will 
provide members of the public the opportunity to view our plans and discuss 
them with members of the INRG development team.

SESSION 1 
Tuesday 11th December 
2:30 – 7.00pm

Appleby Village Hall, 
School Lane, 
Appleby, 
DN15 0AS

SESSION 2 
Wednesday 12th December 
2:30 – 7.00pm

Scunthorpe Civic Centre, 
Ashby Road, 
Scunthorpe, 
DN16 1AB

SESSION 3 
Monday 17th December 
2:30 – 7.00pm

Broughton Village Hall, 
59 High Street, 
Broughton, 
DN20 0JX

At these events we will present additional information about the development and the 
team will be on hand to answer any questions you may have.

Any comments following the public consultation events at the above listed venues can be 
submitted to the development team before 5pm on Monday 4th March 2019.

Since the event, we have had many other local businesses registering via our website link 
(www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/LittleCrow). To date almost 100 businesses have tendered 
ranging from the construction sector, local accommodation, recruitment and training.

INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will also present the latest scheme to the local Parish Councils 
early in the New Year:

Tuesday 8th January 2019, 7.00pm: 
Appleby Parish Council, Appleby Village 
Hall, School Lane, Appleby, DN15 0AS. 

Monday 28th January 2019, 7.30pm: 
Broughton Parish Council, 
Phil Grundy Community & Sports Centre, 
Scawby Road, Broughton, Brigg, DN20 0AF.

All events have disabled access, however for specific mobility or access requirements 
please contact us (contact details can be found on the back page)
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Below is a summary of how the Development Consent Order application process 
works and further information on PINS and the planning process can be found 
here https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk

Pre-application 
INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd notifies and consults the public, statutory consultees and 
those with an interest in the affected land on its proposed application, through early non-
statutory consultation.

Submission 
INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd will review the feedback received during consultation and 
finalise the proposals taking the feedback into account. The consultation period closes on 
4th March 2019. A DCO application will then be submitted to PINS, who will appoint the 
examination team for the application.

Acceptance 
After the application is submitted, PINS will decide whether it is suitable for examination.

Pre-examination 
If accepted for examination, there will be an opportunity for people to register their 
interest in the application with PINS. Anyone registered will be kept informed of the 
progress of the application by PINS, including how they can provide comments. PINS will 
invite all those registered to a preliminary meeting that will explain the timetable and 
format of the examination.

Examination 
The examination will take six months. People who have registered their interest will be able 
to take part in the examination and send their comments to PINS.

Decision 
Following the examination, PINS will make its recommendation on the application to the 
Secretary of State, and the Secretary of State has the final decision as to whether consent is 
to be granted.

This application is currently at the ‘pre-application’ stage and no submission has yet been 
made to the Planning Inspectorate.

2018 20202019

December 2018 to March 2019 
consultation with specialist 
bodies and local communities

Feedback review and 
developing final proposals

Application considered 
(taking 18 months)

Construction can start

Application for development consent 
made to the Planning Inspectorate

Decision on application for 
development consent
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RM/P17-0718 
 
18 January 2019 
 
Andrew Law 
Civic Centre 
Ashby Road 
Scunthorpe 
DN16 1AB 
 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Mr Law  
 
Little Crow Solar Park, east of British Steel Works, Scunthorpe  
Statutory Consultation on a Proposed Application for Development Consent Order 
Section 42 Planning Act 2008  
Public Consultation closing on Monday 4 March 2019  
 
On behalf of INRG SOLAR (Little Crow) Ltd (‘the Applicant’), I am writing to request North 
Lincolnshire Council’s formal advice as a prescribed consultee under Section 42 of the 
Planning Act 2008 and Regulation 13 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017. The affected persons and prescribed bodies have been 
asked to provide comments by Monday 4th March 2019 in accordance with the statutory 
consultation period.  
 
The applicant would be grateful if you could coordinate the response from North 
Lincolnshire Council within the prescribed timeframe detailed elsewhere in this letter and 
provide a single combined response (if appropriate to do so).  
 
To expediate the logistics of getting information to the key consultees within the Council, 
we have also provided letters to the council officers listed below. 
 

(i) Alison Williams, Historic Environment Officer 
(ii) Andrew Taylor, Environment Team   
(iii) Karen Robinson, Environmental Health  
(iv) Liz Hammer, Contaminated Land  
(v) Louisa Simpson, Transport Planner  
(vi) Darren Cowing, Transport Planner   

 
Information on how you can provide your comments is provided below in this letter. We 
are also required to provide you with a copy of the Preliminary Environmental Information 
Report and this is electronically provided on the enclosed USB stick. The PEIR encloses an 
early working skeleton draft of the Development Consent Order to show the structure the 
order is likely to follow and to provide an indication of the powers to be sought and the 
works these will permit. Requirements will be added following discussions with interested 
parties.  
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In accordance with the Planning Act 2008 and the above Regulations, please find enclosed:  
 

(i) A copy of the notice which the Applicant has published under Section 48 of the 
Planning Act 2008 to publicise the application.  

(ii) A branded USB stick containing: -  
a. Preliminary Environmental Information Report & technical appendices;  
b. Non-Technical Summary of the Preliminary Environmental Information 

Report;   
c. Statement of Community Consultation;   
d. Site Location Plan;   
e. Layout drawings; and   
f. Section 48 Notice.  

 
Development Proposal  
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
park with a maximum design capacity of 150MWp (megawatts peak) and up to 90MW of 
battery storage covering an area of approximately 226 hectares. There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with the point of connection into the local electricity 
grid directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
The solar and battery elements could either be delivered and connected to the electricity 
network independently of each other or at the same time. They could therefore be 
constructed and become operational either independently or at the same time. An 
operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought for each element and, subject to when they 
are constructed, the operational lifespans could run concurrently or interdependently. A 
single main substation compound will serve the whole development, and this will be 
required for the duration of the development.  The application proposal would also include 
a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity benefits.   
 
The Proposed Application will also seek the temporary diversion of a Public Right of Way 
that intersects the site during the construction and decommissioning phase (Footpath 214 
on the North Lincolnshire Definitive Right of Way Map).  
 
Application for Development Consent Order 
 
Since the generating capacity of the proposed development is more than 50MW it falls 
within the definition of a nationally significant infrastructure project (‘NSIP’) under section 
15 of the Planning Act 2008. This means that, to obtain consent for the proposed 
development, the Applicant must make an application to the Secretary of State for a DCO. 
If made, the DCO will authorise the construction, operation and maintenance of the 
proposed development and would contain the powers that are necessary for the project 
and may include powers to compulsorily acquire and use land. 
 
The Planning Inspectorate (‘PINS’) processes and examines DCO applications on behalf of 
the Secretary of State. If the application is accepted for examination, PINS will appoint an 
examining authority comprising one or more planning inspectors to carry out an 
examination, up to six months in length, of the proposals on behalf of the Secretary of 
State. The examining authority will then make a recommendation to the Secretary of State 
as to whether or not the application should be granted development consent. The final 
decision on the DCO application is then made by the Secretary of State. 
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The Applicant anticipates submitting the DCO application for the development in mid-2019. 
The application would then be examined over the course of 2019/20, with a decision from 
the Secretary of State likely to be issued in late 2020.  
 
Further consultation materials can be viewed on the project website during the consultation 
period (www.littlecrowsolar.co.uk).  
 
How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
If you wish to give your view or discuss the development then please contact us via:  
 
Website: www.littlecrowsolar.co.uk 
 
Email: info@littlecrowsolar.co.uk  
 
Post: Little Crow Solar Park, c/o Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, 
Great Park Road, Almondsbury, Bristol, BS32 4QL 
 
Phone: 01454 625945  
 
Any response or representation in respect of the development must (i) be received by the 
Applicant on or before 5pm Monday 4 March 2019, (ii) be made in writing, (iii) state the 
grounds of the response or representation, (iv) indicate who is making the response or 
representation, and (v) give an address to which correspondence relating to the response 
or representation may be sent. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 

Colin Virtue 
Executive Director 
e-mail:  
 
encs  
 

i. A paper copy of a notice pursuant to Section 48 of the 2008 Act and Regulation 
13 of The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and 
Procedure) Regulations 2009; 

ii. A branded USB drive containing: 
a. Preliminary Environmental Information Report & technical appendices; 
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b. Non-Technical Summary of the Preliminary Environmental Information 
Report; 

c. Statement of Community Consultation; 
d. Site Location Plan;   
e. Layout drawings; and 
f. Section 48 Notice. 

 
 
 
 
 
   



INRG SOLAR (LITTLE CROW) LTD   
LITTLE CROW SOLAR PARK 
CONSULTATION REPORT TECHNICAL APPENDICES 
 
 

 
NOVEMBER 2020 Page | 36  
 
 

 

 

APPENDIX 5.5 COPY OF SECTION 43 CONSULTATION LETTER 

  



 

 

First Floor | South Wing | Equinox North | Great Park Road | Almondsbury | Bristol | BS32 4QL 

T 01454 625945 | F 01454 618074 | W www.pegasusgroup.co.uk  
 

Birmingham | Bracknell | Bristol | Cambridge | Cirencester | East Midlands | Leeds | Liverpool | London | Manchester 

Pegasus Group is a trading name of Pegasus Planning Group Limited (07277000) registered in England and Wales 
Registered Office: Pegasus House, Querns Business Centre, Whitworth Road, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 1RT 
 

Page | 1  

 

RM/P17-0718 
 
18 January 2019 
 
«Name» 
«Company_Name» 
«Address_1» 
«Address_2» 
«Address_3» 
«Address_4» 
«Address_5» 
 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear «Name» 
 
Little Crow Solar Park, east of British Steel Works, Scunthorpe  
Statutory Consultation on a Proposed Application for Development Consent Order 
Section 42 Planning Act 2008  
Public Consultation closing on Monday 4 March 2019  
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd (‘the 
Applicant’) who intend to submit an application, under Section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 
for a Development Consent Order (‘DCO’) to the Secretary of State for Department for 
Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy. The application will relate to the construction, 
operation, maintenance and decommissioning of the Little Crow Solar Park (‘the 
development’), a renewable led energy scheme on land to the east of the British Steel 
Works, Scunthorpe.  
 
Under the Planning Act 2008 we have a duty to consult with the local community and we 
have already held public exhibitions in December 2018. As part of the consultation process 
we are also engaging with local landowners. 
 
We understand that you have rights and/or own land either within or in the vicinity of the 
development and we therefore consider you an important stakeholder in the local 
community. We are keen to receive any comments you might wish to make on the 
proposed development. Your feedback will be considered before the Applicant finalises its 
application for a DCO to authorise the development and will be reported to the Planning 
Inspectorate when the application is submitted. In addition, letters have been issued to all 
other persons identified to date to be consulted.  
  
Development Proposal  
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
park with a maximum design capacity of 150MWp (megawatts peak) and up to 90MW of 
battery storage covering an area of approximately 226 hectares. There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with a point of connection into the local electricity grid 
directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
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The solar and battery elements could either be delivered and connected to the electricity 
network independently of each other or at the same time. They could therefore be 
constructed and become operational either independently or at the same time. An 
operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought for each element and, subject to when they 
are constructed, the operational lifespans could run concurrently or interdependently. A 
single main substation compound will serve the whole development and this will be 
required for the duration of the development.  The application proposal would also include 
a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity benefits.   
 
The Proposed Application will also seek the temporary diversion of a Public Right of Way 
that intersects the site during the construction and decommissioning phase (Footpath 214 
on the North Lincolnshire Definitive Right of Way Map).  
 
Application for Development Consent Order  
 
Since the generating capacity of the proposed development will be more than 50MW it falls 
within the definition of a nationally significant infrastructure project (‘NSIP’) under section 
15 of the Planning Act 2008. This means that, to obtain consent for the proposed 
development, the Applicant must make an application to the Secretary of State for a DCO. 
If made, the DCO will authorise the construction, operation and maintenance of the 
Development and would contain the powers that are necessary for the project, including 
powers to compulsorily acquire and use land. 
 
The Planning Inspectorate (‘PINS’) processes and examines DCO applications on behalf of 
the Secretary of State. If the application is accepted for examination, PINS will appoint an 
examining authority comprising one or more planning inspectors to carry out an 
examination, up to six months in length, of the proposals on behalf of the Secretary of 
State. The examining authority will then make a recommendation to the Secretary of State 
as to whether or not the application should be granted development consent. The final 
decision on the application is then made by the Secretary of State. 
 
The Applicant anticipates submitting the DCO application for the development in mid-2019. 
The application would then be examined over the course of 2019/20, with a decision from 
the Secretary of State likely to be issued in late 2020.  
 
Preliminary Environmental Information 
 
INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd is voluntarily preparing an Environmental Statement to 
support the DCO application. This means that an Environmental Impact Assessment will 
be carried out. This process will consider whether the proposed development is likely to 
have significant effects on the environment. It will also look at potential measures for 
mitigation of such effects, if and where required. 
 
As part of the statutory consultation, the Applicant has prepared a Preliminary 
Environmental Information Report (PEIR) which presents the environmental information 
gathered to date and provides the results of a preliminary assessment of the likely 
significant environmental effects of the construction, operation and decommissioning of 
the development. The PEIR also includes a preliminary assessment of the residual effects 
of the development once proposed mitigation measures have been taken into account, 
based on the preliminary information available.  
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How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
The consultation period on the proposed development will run until Monday 4th March 
(inclusive). The deadline for receipt of your views on the Proposed Application is 5pm on 
Monday 4th March 2019. If you respond to our consultation, please include your name 
and an address in your response.  
 
If you wish to give you view or discuss the development then please contact us via:  
 
Website: www.littlecrowsolar.co.uk 
 
Email: info@littlecrowsolar.co.uk  
 
Post: Little Crow Solar Park, c/o Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, 
Great Park Road, Almondsbury, Bristol, BS32 4QL 
 
Phone: 01454 625945  
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Colin Virtue 
Executive Director 
e-mail:  
 
encs  
 

i. Site Location Plan; and  
ii. A paper copy of a notice pursuant to Section 48 of the 2008 Act and Regulation 

13 of The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and 
Procedure) Regulations 2009. 
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RM/P17-0718 
 
18 January 2019 
 
Highways England 
Simon Geoghegan 
8 City Walk 
Leeds 
LS11 9AT 
 
 

BY RECORDED DELIVERY 
 
Dear Mr Geoghegan, 
 
Little Crow Solar Park, east of British Steel Works, Scunthorpe  
Statutory Consultation on a Proposed Application for Development Consent Order 
Section 42 Planning Act 2008  
Public Consultation closing on Monday 4 March 2019  
 
Pegasus Group are working as planning consultants for INRG Solar (Little Crow) Ltd (‘the 
Applicant’) who intend to submit an application, under Section 37 of the Planning Act 2008, 
for a Development Consent Order (‘DCO’) to the Secretary of State for Department for 
Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy. The application will relate to the construction, 
operation, maintenance and decommissioning of the Little Crow Solar Park (‘the 
development’), a renewable led energy scheme on land to the east of the British Steel 
Works, Scunthorpe.  
 
Before the application can be submitted, the Applicant must consult with a variety of 
persons in accordance with the requirements of the Planning Act 2008 and related 
regulations.  You have been identified as a statutory consultee for the purposes of Section 
42 (1) of the Planning Act 2008 and/or Regulation 13 of the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017. In addition, letters have been 
issued to all other persons identified to date to be consulted. 
 
Information on how you can provide your comments is provided below in this letter. We 
are also required to provide you with a copy of the Preliminary Environmental Information 
Report and this is electronically provided on the enclosed CD. The PEIR encloses an early 
working skeleton draft of the Development Consent Order to show the structure the order 
is likely to follow and to provide an indication of the powers to be sought and the works 
these will permit. Requirements will be added following discussions with interested parties.  
 
In accordance with the Planning Act 2008 and the above Regulations, please find enclosed:  
 

(i) A copy of the notice which the Applicant has published under Section 48 of the 
Planning Act 2008 to publicise the application.  

(ii) A branded CD containing: -  
a. Preliminary Environmental Information Report & technical appendices;  
b. Non-Technical Summary of the Preliminary Environmental Information 

Report;   
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c. Statement of Community Consultation;   
d. Site Location Plan;   
e. Layout drawings; and  
f. Section 48 Notice.   

 
Development Proposal  
 
The main elements of the development will be the installation of a ground mounted solar 
park with a maximum design capacity of 150MWp (megawatts peak) and up to 90MW of 
battery storage covering an area of approximately 226 hectares. There will also be 
electrical connection infrastructure with the point of connection into the local electricity 
grid directly via the 132kV overhead pylons which traverse the site. 
 
The solar and battery elements could either be delivered and connected to the electricity 
network independently of each other or at the same time. They could therefore be 
constructed and become operational either independently or at the same time. An 
operational lifespan of 35 years will be sought for each element and, subject to when they 
are constructed, the operational lifespans could run concurrently or interdependently. A 
single main substation compound will serve the whole development, and this will be 
required for the duration of the development.  The application proposal would also include 
a package of landscape, ecological and biodiversity benefits.   
 
The Proposed Application will also seek the temporary diversion of a Public Right of Way 
that intersects the site during the construction and decommissioning phase (Footpath 214 
on the North Lincolnshire Definitive Right of Way Map).  
 
Application for Development Consent Order 
 
Since the generating capacity of the proposed development is more than 50MW it falls 
within the definition of a nationally significant infrastructure project (‘NSIP’) under section 
15 of the Planning Act 2008. This means that, to obtain consent for the proposed 
development, the Applicant must make an application to the Secretary of State for a DCO. 
If made, the DCO will authorise the construction, operation and maintenance of the 
proposed development and would contain the powers that are necessary for the project, 
and may include powers to compulsorily acquire and use land. 
 
The Planning Inspectorate (‘PINS’) processes and examines DCO applications on behalf of 
the Secretary of State. If the application is accepted for examination, PINS will appoint an 
examining authority comprising one or more planning inspectors to carry out an 
examination, up to six months in length, of the proposals on behalf of the Secretary of 
State. The examining authority will then make a recommendation to the Secretary of State 
as to whether or not the application should be granted development consent. The final 
decision on the DCO application is then made by the Secretary of State. 
 
The Applicant anticipates submitting the DCO application for the development in mid-2019. 
The application would then be examined over the course of 2019/20, with a decision from 
the Secretary of State likely to be issued in late 2020.  
 
Further consultation materials can be viewed on the project website during the consultation 
period (www.littlecrowsolar.co.uk).  
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How to Respond and /or ask questions 
 
If you wish to give your view or discuss the development then please contact us via:  
 
Website: www.littlecrowsolar.co.uk 
 
Email: info@littlecrowsolar.co.uk  
 
Post: Little Crow Solar Park, c/o Pegasus Group, First Floor, South Wing, Equinox North, 
Great Park Road, Almondsbury, Bristol, BS32 4QL 
 
Phone: 01454 625945  
 
Any response or representation in respect of the development must (i) be received by the 
Applicant on or before 5pm Monday 4 March 2019, (ii) be made in writing, (iii) state the 
grounds of the response or representation, (iv) indicate who is making the response or 
representation, and (v) give an address to which correspondence relating to the response 
or representation may be sent. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the process or the content of this consultation, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 

Colin Virtue 
Executive Director 
e-mail:  
 
encs  
 

i. A paper copy of a notice pursuant to Section 48 of the 2008 Act and Regulation 
13 of The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and 
Procedure) Regulations 2009; 

ii. A branded CD containing: 
a. Preliminary Environmental Information Report & technical appendices; 
b. Non-Technical Summary of the Preliminary Environmental Information 

Report; 
c. Statement of Community Consultation; 
d. Site Location Plan;  
e. Layout drawings; and  
f. Section 48 Notice.    
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APPENDIX 5.7   MINUTES OF APPLEBY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
DATED 14 JANUARY 2019 
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APPENDIX 5.8 MINUTES OF BROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
DATED 28 JANUARY 2019 



  

              
          

 

           

    

          
        

  

     

         

   

           
            

       

        

    

             
              

                
              

           
                 

             
             
   

  

             
          

           
             
            
            
               
            
    

  

            

     

              
             

            
            









                   
          

             
             

             

            
        

        

             
            
            
               

          
       

              
           

           
   

            
               
               

           
        

    

             
            
             
          
     

   

             
          

             
              
          

         
   

    

             
          

             
          
       



   

             
             

           
          

            
             

          

    

            
                

            
          

    

       

              
       

         
             

            

           
             

            
              
             

              

        

    

            
  

 

     

    

    

   
      

    

  

       
        

     
     
     



   

     
   

        

    

      
      
      
      
     
      
     

         
   

       

 

               
    

            
               

             
           
            

     

             
              

           
            
               

          
               

   

             

     

       

                
                 

             
                

           
  

    

         






